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EDITORIAL 


Offering You Shares In The 
Ministry Of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal is now ten 
months old. The resvonse to its ministry has been 
marvelous. Practically every mail is bringing in 
new subscriptions. So many of these have come 
as a result of the recommendation of one friend 
to another. This is as it should be and as we had 
hoped and prayed that it would be. It has been 
our desire and policy to try to send The Journal 
only to those who want it and will read it re- 
gardless of the fact that someone else might want 
them to have it and even be willing to pay for it 
for them. We have felt that unless The Journal 
could fill a real need in our Church and make a 
constructive contribution to the spiritual welfare 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church then we 
would not want to carry on. We have made no 


claim to any official connection with any court or 


agency of our Church. Our understanding is that 
The Presbyterian Survey is the only Chutfch- 
owned and controlled paper that our Church has. 
On the other hand The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal is owned and overated by a group of 
Southern Presbyterian Ministers and Laymen 
whose sole aim and prayer is to call our Southern 
' Presbyterian Church back to her original position, 
a position unequivocally loyal to the Word of 
God and the Standards of our Church, a position 
which God has so signally blessed and which He 
will bless again. There are certain great basic 
principles which brought our Southern Presby- 
terian Church into being and we feel it is our 
duty and privilege to seek to reaffirm these 
truths and to keep them before the Church. The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal accepts without 


any reservation the standards of the Southem 
Presbyterian Church contained in’ the Confession 
of Faith and Catechisms. It understands that 
thesé standards — to which the Ministers and 
Elders and Deacons of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church have subscribed —teach the full inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa 
ment; the Virgin Birth of Christ, the eternal Son 
of God; substitutionary Atonement; His 
bodily resurrection from the dead; His ascension 
into Heaven; and that this same Christ is coming 
again to judge the quick and the dead. The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal believes that the mis 
sion of the Church is spiritual and redemptive, 
and that it should not be used to promote the po- 
litical, economic and social teachings of any group 
or extra-church organization, on which Christian 
men have a right to differ, and which are outside 
the Church’s responsibility as an _ evangelizing 


agency. 


To this unifying and constructive ministry The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal is dedicated, and 
for this high purpose it makes its appeal for 
support. 


Shares Offered To You 

I. Praying Partners. How we do covet your 
prayers. Pray for the Editor and the Contribut 
ing Editors that our thinking and writing may be 
as God would have it be. Pray for a censtant ir 
crease in the subscription list and therefore wider- 
ing influence of The Journal. Pray that God may 
lead many more to read The Journal. Pray: for 
continued financial support. Praise Him that thus 
far every financial need has been met. 

II. Witnessing Partners. Tell others about The 
Journal. Ask them to subscribe. Pass your own 
copy to a friend to read. Our personal testimony 
means so much on anything we really believe m. 

III. Financial Partners. The Southern Presby- 


_terian Journal Company, Inc., is a non-profit cor 


poration and all funds received go right into the 
active ministry of The Journal. All donations will 
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be used as directed by the donors either for sub- 
griptions sent in or for the General Fund. Our 
original plans called for a 16-page monthly but 
so far each issue has been either 20 or 24 pages. 
All additional funds will be put to work imme- 
diately. If all our present subscribers would send 
in additional ones, what a. help this would be. 
This particular issue is being sent as a sample to 


many by a friend who hopes these will subscribe. — 


If you are not already a subscriber, please send 
us your name, address, and one dollar. Many let- 
ters come in each week praising God for bless- 
ings received from the reading of The Journal. 
Look at your address label, and if your subscrip- 
tion expires soon, please send in your renewal as 
soon as convenient, and save us extra expense 
and time. | 

IV. Constructive Criticism Partners. We wel- 
come constructive criticism. Many good people 
and even good friends of ours may differ with us 
on some matters. Write us about this whenever 
you care to. We will welcome your letters and 
wherever possible profit thereby. -—H.B.D. 


— 


“With Whom We Have To Do” 


“Neither is there any creature that is not mani- 
fest in his sight: but all things are naked and 


a unto the eyes of him with whom we have 
to ; 


The Chinese have a saying, “Man teh ko ren, 
man puh ko Shen.” “You may deceive man but 
you cannot deceive God.” The omnipotence and 
omnipresence of God is denied by the world and, 
only too often, forgotten by Christians. em 

It is the joyous privilege of the Christian to 
practice the presence of Christ and to proclaim 
the fact that the determining factor in world 
events is God’s will. Only too often we have our 
vision dimmed by accepting worldly standards. 
Paul says, “But they measuring themselves by 
themselves, and comparing themselves with -them- 
selves, are not wise.”’ 

The affairs of nations and of individuals are 
open in His sight; He is watching and weighing 
acts and motives. He does this with infinite love, 
but by those standards which He has established 
and which He has made plain and available to 
man in the Scriptures. God not only has given us 
this standard of life but He provided the grace 
and strength necessary to carry it out. 

God’s law cannot be set aside, either by men 
or nations. Germany and Russia are bleeding each 
other white. One nation defied Him, the other 
denied His Word and persecuted His people. It 
was impossible for them to escape the inexorable 
Justice of the One with whom they have to do, 


even though they deny Him and His Word. 
Germany and Russia are not the only nations 
Which have defied God’s laws. All nations are 
guilty of this in varying degrees. America, the 
most favored and signally blessed of all modern 
hations, a nation founded by men and women who 
loved God and His Word, has, in recent years 
turned further and further away from Him. Spir- 
itual and moral disintegration has increased and 
€ opposition to this tendency has often been 
labeled reactionary and childish. The Lord’s Day 
has more and more become a holiday. Our sou- 
thern cities, many of them with a majority of 
church members in the voting constituency, have 
Permitted the desecration of the Sabbath, to pass 
unprotested. Divorce is a national cancer. Many 
of the great educational institutions, founded by 


God-fearing men for the purpose of strengthen- 

ing Christian faith and promoting civic virtue, 

today hold up the Word of God to ridicule and 

ey standards of living contrary to that 
ord. 

Germany’s declension began years ago with the 
so-called higher criticism. Unchecked, this inevi- 
tably led to spiritual and moral decay and a turn- 
ing to a philosophy of human wisdom which has 
twice within a quarter of a century brought chaos 
and destruction to the world. 

This same process has been working here in 
America. Our Southland has derisively been call- 
ed the “Bible Belt,’ but there are those who 
through dallying with infidelity and unbelief in 
diluted doses, through promoting friendship with 
men and institutions who are really enemies of 
the cross, today are inadvertently but none the 
less surely turning us too, away from the Word. 
Vital Christianity wanes as belief in the inerrancy 
of Scripture grows, but increases in power and 


-jnfluence when men come back to a realization 


that God hath spoken and that His Word is true. 

In this day of national crisis it is the impera- 
tive duty of the Church and of individual Chris- 
tians to pray for a revival. Prayer for victory, 
without confession of and turning from sin, is 


an affront to God. Let us remember that “all 


things are naked and open unto the eyes of him 


- with whom we have to do,” and, until o—- 


is sincere, healing cannot come. —L.N.B. 


“Wings For The Soul” 
ALL IS WELL 


In the centre of the circle 
Of the will of God I stand: 
There can come no second causes, 
All must come from His dear Hand, 
All is well! for ’tis my Father 
Who my life hath planned. 


Shall I pass through waves of sorrow? 
Then I know it will be best; 
Though I cannot tell the reason, 
I can trust and so am blest. 
God is Love, and God is faithful, 
So in perfect peace I rest. 


With the shade and with the sunshine, 
With the joy and with the pain, 
Lord I trust Thee! both are needed, 
Each Thy wayward child to train. 
Earthly loss, did we but know it, 
Often means our Heavenly gain. 
—Selected. 


Order Now—World Day 
Of Prayer Programs 


On account of mails being slowed up it is 


- necessary to have all orders now for programs for 


World Day of Prayer, March 12. No guarantee of 
delivery can be made on orders placed after 
March 1. The following material is available: | 
Programs, 2c each; $2.00 per hundred. Poster 
(17 x 22), Se. | 
Handbook for Day of Prayer Leaders: Sug- 


‘gestions for program, promotion, publicity, and 


radio, 10c each. 


Order from Committee on Women’s Work, 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 
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The Duty Of Contending 


For The Faith 
By Rev. A. M. Fraser, D.D.* 


This article is an excerpt from the Smythe Lectures delivered | 


by Dr. Fraser at Columbia Theological Seminary in 1925. 
The lecture from which this excerpt is taken is entitled 
“Witness To The Truth.” 


The cause of truth demands an aggressive at- 
tack on error. Even as the ascended Christ de- 
clared that he hated the doctrines of Balaam and 
of the Nicolaitanes, he would have his people 
hate them. “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”’ 
No more can we love truth and be indifferent to 
error. An abhorrence of falsehood is the measure 
of our love of truth. 


When Peter wavered in his adherence to the 
truth, through the influence of zealous but unin- 
formed men, Paul “withstood him to the face.” 


Christians should not only hold “the faith once. 


delivered to the saints,” but “contend”? for it, 
and not only contend for it, but ‘contend 
earnestly.”’ Paul exhorted young Timothy to “fight 
the good fight of faith.”” It was an unspeakable 
solace to Paul himself as he approached the time 
of his departure to reflect that he had “fought 
the good fight” and “kept the faith.”’ Phillips 
Brooks says that the “faith” which Paul claimed 
to have kept was the truths of redemption. It was 
not the subjective grace of faith. The ascended 


4~ Jesus commended the Church at Ephesus because 


they could “not bear them which are evil’ but 
had tried “them which say they are apostles and 
are not” and “found them liars.” 


There are those who themselves believe in that 
body of truth so often referred to in the New 
Testament and which Jude calls “the faith once 
delivered to the saints,” who nevertheless are 

illing to compromise with those who are disloyal 
to the faith, in order to avoid the appearance of 


differences and for the sake of the im 
effect the solid front of Christianity will haye 
upon the world. Is it proper? Is it faithful to oy 
trust? Is it a worthy following of “the Faithfy 
and True Witness’? The greatest danger of the 
age in which we live does not come from yp. 
sound men, but from men who are sound then. 
selves but who, for the sake of the impresgsioy 
made upon the world by an _ undivided Church, 
are willing to cooperate with heteredoxy, and 
thus give it countenance. By so doing they pro. 
duce on the world the impression that the doctrines 
of Christianity are of minor importance. To con. 
promise truth for the sake of peace is untrue to 
all those who have suffered for it in the past, to 
Paul who succeeded and to Jeremiah who seemed 
to fail. God’s word places honor upon those who 
remain true in an age of laxity and defection, 
the seven thousand who in Elijah’s day had not 
bowed the knee to Baal and whose lips had not 
kissed him, ‘‘the remnant according to the election 
of grace” in Paul’s day, the remnant foretold 
in the Apocalypse which: keep the commandments 
of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
though the dragon and all of his hosts make war 
upon them. 

It is quite common to brand the man who is 
watchful against the encroachments of error as 
a “heresy-hunter’’, An epithet is recognized as a 
last resort of a defeated cause. I dare affirn, 
that, in view of the infinite and everlasting in- 
portance of the saving truth of the gospel, the 
man who resists the entrance of false teaching 
into the Church has done humanity a greater serv- 
ice than the one who has established a chain of 


hospitals and asylums. The more he is forced to 


stand alone the more honor to him. 


“Faith of our Fathers, Holy Faith, 
We will be true to thee till death.” 


*Formerly Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Staunton, Va. 


UNASHAMED 


By Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 


“T am not ashamed of the Gospel.”’ 
(Romans 1:16) 


Paul’s buoyant confidence is contagious across 
the centuries. The Gospel has taken terrible toll 
of Paul and he’s striking a balance. On the hu- 
man level he has every reason to be ashamed and 
dismayed. It was the Gospel that had changed his 
entire life plan and robbed him of the fruits, well 
within grasp, of human greatness and satisfying 
recognition. 

His chosen profession could no longer be fol- 
lowed, though he was out in front of all his fel- 
lows therein. A complete reversal of one’s pub- 
licly avowed policy and passion is always humili- 
ating. Paul had been the leader in the destruction 
of Christianity. The Gospel had called and now 
he is the leader in defense of Christianity. He 
had hated Christ deeply. He now serves Him 
utterly. Such reversals are costly. 

His. popularity had waned. Both Jew and Greek 
looked upon him as a great scholar, an outstand- 
ing Pharisee with a matchless contribution to give 
to his generation. When the Gospel turned the 
tide of his life into lowlier and what they thought 
unworthy channels, they left him with disdain or 
hatred burning in their hearts. 


Not only had he given up heavily, yea com- 


pletely, on the human level, but he had picked a 
path steep and stony, lonely and difficult. Along 
its way there are dangers; shipwrecks, scourgings, 
the bitterest persecutions, long imprisonments. 
From being the idol of his people, as a great 
university graduate, ready to take over the lead- 
ership of the party of the Pharisees, second only 
to Gamaliel, the recognized brain of them all; he 
describes. his position as being made “the of- 
scourings of all things,’”’ a door mat for the na 


- tion’s feet; and it was to this that the Gospel 


called. 

He declares, however, “I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel.” But how can he say it? He might 
—— these hardships, but how can he glory i 

em 


He tells us, and his explanation is satisfactory 


and convincing. “I am not ashamed of the Gospel,” 
he says, because of: 

1. What Is It - “The Power Of God.” He has 
wielded power before. He was a man of powel. 
He was a powerful personality, but since he turn 
ed in completely with the Gospel, he is handling 
a new power. Here was “the Power of God.” 

He could make claims that reached to the fur 
damental needs of the race and never have 
apologize or give excuses for the insufficiency o 
his Gospel. As he felt the vibrant movements of 
God in His Gospel, he saw the “dunamis,” 
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dynamite, the inestimable power that had created 
the heavens and the earth. He found that in the 
Gospel he was a partner with God and he wielded 
a power but poorly symbolized by an engineer 
who moves a lever and a thousand gigantic wheels 
in a great factory begin to move with silent pre- 
cision and well nigh irresistible power. 

Il. What It Does - “Unto Salvation.” This new 
power produced an entirely new issue in men. The 
Greeks with their philosophy and art and their 
magnificent minds had patterned the thought of 
the world for coming centuries in the intricacies 
of reasoning, psychology and philosophy. 

The Romans with their short sword, their closely 
knit organization, their national loyalty, their 
mighty laws, their great empire, had well nigh 
conquered the world and organized it. 

His own people, the Hebrews, with their _ex- 
quisite lore, their beautiful ritual, had a religious 
culture reaching back into the dim beginnings, 
and a unique relationship to Jehovah. 


Not one of them, however, nor all combined | 


could bring about the salvation of a lost soul. 
They could only polish and veneer the exterior, 
they could not revitalize the spirit. They could 
only galvanize ria but they could not 
start the heart to eating and the blood to puls- 
ing and the life to sparkling and glowing within. 
In Christ, in His Gospel, Paul had found the 
power of God, the creative power of God that 


could do this thing. ‘“‘Unto salvation’’; all the way 
to the ultimate need of a broken and blackened 
life; this power to cleanse, to change, to re-create, 
to renew; this saving, keeping power goes. No 
marvel that Paul, with such a mind and heart, 
was fascinated and held and royally and boldly 
unashamed. 

III. Whom It Saves - “To Every One That Be- 
lieveth.”” No class distinctions, no national exclu- 
sions, no water-tight compartments. The best, the 
only hope of mankind, belongs alike to every man. 
To Jew and Greek, to bond and free, to rich and 
poor, to black and white: to every one who would 
hear and heed and bring the heart along in faith 
and acceptance. As Paul looked back —— the © 
path, he saw Timothy, that beautiful, ented, 


princely youth of gentle birth and abundant ‘cul- 


ture. There he was kneeling at the feet of Christ, 
saved and satisfied and ready to be sent upon his 
mission. And by his side there knelt a poor, be- 
draggled girl of the streets, the fortune-teller of 
Philippi. How drab and soiled her life! And yet 
as he looked upon her face there was a light that 
never was seen on land or sea, the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God which she had 
found in the face of Jesus Christ. 

And this same Gospel, “the power of God— 
unto salvation—to every one that believeth,” sat- . 
isfied Paul’s soul fully and left him radiant and 
confident. 


Jesus - Saviour - God 


By Rev. W. H. Mcintosh, D.D.* 


There is a fact about St. Paul’s use of the word 
“Saviour” which may have meaning. To those who 


believe in the verbal inspiration of scripture, the 


Apostle’s selection of names and titles cannot be 
supposed to be by chance. 


In the King James Version of the New Testa- 
ment, there are fourteen letters attributed to St. 
Paul. These letters contain one hundred chapters. 
In every one of the letters, the Apostle uses a 
number of titles for God and Christ. ‘Saviour’ is 
one of these titles. He uses this word only twelve 
times in the fourteen letters. One of these times 
the word is a common noun; it is used eleven 
times as a name or title. Of these eleven uses, ten 
of them are in the Pastoral Epistles; three in 
First Timothy, one in Second Timothy, and six in 


the short Epistle of Titus. Titus has three short 


chapters, the fourteen Epistles one hundred chap- 
ters. In less than 3 percent of his total writings 
is found more than half the number of times he 
uses this word as a title. | 3 


Here is the fact. If this fact be ascertained by — 
a careful reading of the Epistles rather than by 
counting references in a concordance, perhaps 


some probable inferences may be drawn. 


The letters to Titus and Timothy are written 


to preachers. First Timothy and Titus contain 
much the same subject matter. The occurrences of 
this title in the Epistle of Titus are in pairs: twice 
In the first chapter; twice in the second chapter; 
twice in the third chapter. In the first chapter the 
expressions are, “God, our Saviour,” and “Christ, 


our Saviour.” This same order the use of the title 
occurs also in the second and third chapters. The 
following possible inferences are suggested: 


1. If God is Saviour, and Christ is Saviour, then 
Christ is God. : 

2. Titus and Timothy are both preachers sent 
upon difficult missions. They are not to despair 
because of the difficulties because God is the Sa- | 
viour. They are not to be proud of their successes ~ 
because God is the Saviour. | 
_ 8. Titus and Timothy are directed to give at- 
tention to the importance of sound doctrine but 
however sound the doctrine, it is still true that 
God is the Saviour. : 

4. Sound doctrine is to be accompanied by 
sound morals. The preachers are to insist upon 
right living but correct living will not save; God 
is the Saviour. 

5. The preachers are in these particular fields 
to take care that they have the right kind of 
church officers, the qualifications especially of 
elders are stressed. However important, correct- 
ness in church government will not save; God is 
the Saviour. 

These and many other possible inferences may 
suggest the true reason for St. Paul’s partiality 
to this particular title. The fact that he so uses 
it is clear and we cannot believe that he did it 
by chance or simply to give variety to his style. 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Hat- 


tiesburg, Miss. 
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BAPTISM 
By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Infant Baptism 
(concluded) 


Circumcision and Baptism were never sufficient 
in themselves to save anybody, either adult or 
child. But God had a definite purpose in appoint- 
ing a sign (which was both a token and a seal) 
of the Covenant of Grace. A study of the re- 
spective undertakings on God’s part and on the 
part of the parents which were recognized and 
accepted when ‘the token of the Covenant was 
applied to a child of the Covenant, reveals some 
of the graciousness.and love of our God in adding 
the second part of the Covenant of Grace. 


WHAT THE COVENANT TOKEN 

MEANS TO GOD 

The circumcision of an infant was not merely 
a ceremony; it was a token of a Covenant between 
God and the child’s parents which had for its end 
the salvation of the child. What other explanation 
can there be of God’s offer “‘to be a God... to 
thy seed” in Gen. 17:7, and of His command to 
place a designated token upon an infant? Was 
not the token to bind God and the parents to 
fulfill their respective parts in the Covenant? 

The first mention of “token” in the Bible is 
in connection with the rainbow in Gen. 9:12. An 
accepted principle of interpretation in the Bible 
is that the first mention there-in of any subject 
shows God’s attitude to or view of the object. In 
Gen. 9:16, God states as follows His purpose in 
appointing this token (and does not the same 
apply to all His designated tokens?): “The bow 
shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, 
that I may remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature ... upon 
the Earth.” Does He not also “look upon” His 
appointed token of the Covenant of Grace that He 
‘“‘may remember the everlasting Covenant between 
God” and His people? 

God’s Faithfulness Illustrated 

Moses~ and Samuel are Bible illustrations of 
God’s faithfulness to His Covenant when parents 
do their part. : 

Both were removed from their homes whe 
weaned. Moses went into an environment that was 
hostile to God; Samuel into one that ought to 
have encourage godliness but Eli’s own sons (and 
Samuel’s sons) were anything but Godlike. God’s 
‘faithfulness to His Covenant (‘“‘to be a God... 
to thy seed’”—Gen. 17:7) is amply proved in the 
Bible record of these two men. “‘God’’ is the only 
explanation of their careers. In their early years 
their parents were faithful to the Covenant. God, 
accepting the parents’ obedience, made good His 
promise. 


WHAT THE COVENANT TOKEN 
SHOULD MEAN TO PARENTS 
The token on a child was and is evidence of 
the parents’ faith that God would keep His promise 
to be a God to the parents’ seed. When parents, 
(as Abraham did) continue to show their faith 
by obedience to God, in providing for their chil- 
_ dren God’s means of grace (particularly the Word 
and prayer), God rewards their faith by fulfilling 
His promise to be a God to their seed. “God loves 
to save by families.’”’ But the parent must fulfil 
his part of the Covenant. 
Obedience By Parents Is Required 
The fulfilment of the first part of the Covenant 


of Grace—“to be a God to thee” (Gen. 17:7)— 
as of the first part of the corresponding promis 
in the New Testament—‘“thou shalt be saved” 
(Acts 16:31)—is dependent only upon faith. Goq 
saves the one who believes. But the fulfilment of 
the second. part—‘and to thy seed,” “and thy 
house”’ (see verses cited)—-seems surely dependen} 
upon an obedience which proves and fulfils th 
parents’ faith. Does not God unmistakably declar 
this in Gen. 18:19 when He says that His bring. 
ing “upon Abraham that which He hath spokep 
of him” follows upon Abraham’s commanding 
“his household after him” and their keeping “the 
ways of the Lord, to do justice and judgment’? 
Has not God said in effect to parents: “Yoy 
do your part, and I’ll save your child’? And jp 
Gen. 17:14, “of the uncircumcised man child,” 
“that soul shall be cut off from his people.” 
God’s Anger At Parental Negligence 
Obedience to God’s command to circumcise a 
child was not optional with parents. God was not 
indifferent as to whether or not the token was 
applied. A striking proof of this is seen in Ey. 
4:24-26: “It came to pass by the way in the im 


_ that the Lord met him (Moses) and sought to kill 


him. Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut 
off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet 
and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. 
So He let him go.’”’ 

Applying the “first mention” principle of the 
Bible interpretation to this, the first mention in 
the Bible of a failure to place upon a believer's 
child the Covenant token, God’s anger, such that 
He “sought to kill” Moses, indicates how strongly 


‘God wanted the token applied, and how incensed 


He was (and is) at any believing parent’s failure 
to make use of the token. 
| Why Was God Angry? 

When God’s anger burns so that He seeks to 
kill, there is a reason. Does not the reason here 
lie in the results of the disobedience? Moses had 
failed (or refused) to acknowledge his responsi- 
bility for the soul of the child. This responsibility 
was in two parts: 

1. The acceptance of God’s gracious offer to be 
a God to his child, and, through obedience to His 
command to circumcise the child, to bind God to 
the fulfilment of his gracious promise. 

2. What parents themselves do in complying 
with what God evidently included in His Covenant 
with Abraham. See “What the Covenant Token 
Should Mean to Parents,’”’ above. 

“Human responsibility is man’s response to 
God’s ability.”” God is able to save, but lack of 
faith limits Him (as it did the Lord Jesus at 
Nazareth), Matt 13:58. Moses did not respond by 


- obedience; his faith must have failed, and s 


did not provide what God demanded before He 
would work. Therefore, God (Who wanted to be 
a God “to thy seed’’) was angry. : 

| God Still Eager To Save . 

A clear statement of God’s love to children 
and His desire for their salvation (because of 
which He ordained a token of His Covenant) is m 
Matt. 18/14: “It is not the will of your Father 
. . . in Heaven, that one of these little ones should 
perish.”” Matthew, Mark and Luke all record the 
Saviour’s statement: “Suffer little children... 
to come unto me; for of such is the Kingdom of 
Heaven.” Matt. 19:14; Mark 10:13; Luke 18:16. 

The lesson for parents today is: God’s promise 
is the same, for the Covenant is the same. Get. 
18:19 still applies: “I know him that he will com- 
mand his children and his household after him, 
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ey shall keep the way of the Lord, to do 
oes and judgment: that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of 
him.” Since God hasn’t changed, His fulfilment 
today of His part of the Covenant depends upon 
the parent’s fulfilling his part (“that the Lord 
may bring upon... that which He hath spoken’’). 
He still awaits obedience by believing parents to 
His revealed will for their God-entrusted children. 
Dare stich parents fail Him? | 
Infant Baptism In The New Testament 
The proclamation to Abraham as the children 
was the same as at Pentecost: “to be a God unto 
thee and to thy seed.” Gen. 17:7: “The promise 
ig unto you and to your children.” Acts 2:39. 


Then children of New Testament believers had 


the same standing, and the same right to the 
new token of the “everlasting” Covenant as chil- 
dren before had to the old token of the same 
Covenant. Only fragments of the early church 
fathers’ writings remain but 9 out of 12 before 
900 A.D. refer to Infant Baptism as the practice 
of the church (Dabney’s Theology, page 791). 

Taking John’s baptism as one instance and the 
baptism at Pentecost as one, the New Testament 
records only 8 or 9 instances of water baptism. 
Three—one third—of these were household bap- 
tisms. Would God have recorded them if infants 
were left out of the New Testament church? 

The three instances of household baptism in the 
New Testament surely include children. They 


are: 

“She (Lydia) was baptized and her household.” 

“He (the Philippian jailor) . .. was baptized,, 
he and all his straightway.” Acts 16:33. 

“I baptized also the household of Stephanas.” 
I, Cor. 1:16. a 

A Dilemma For Immersionists : 

The record of two of these household baptisms 
indicates that small children were baptized. Acts 
16:14 records only Lydia’s heart as being opened, 
(“whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended 
unto the things . . . spoken of Paul,’’) yet “she 
was baptized and her household.” Either some 
adults of the household were baptized without 
conversion, or some children too young to believe 
in the Saviour were baptized on the faith of the 
mother. 

Likewise, Acts 16:34 records only the jailor 
as “believing”, for the Greek word so translated 
is singular. The verse reads: “He .. . rejoiced, 
believing in God with all his house.” Yet he “was 
baptized, he and all his straightway.” (Moffatt 
expresses it: “got baptized instantly, he and all 
his family.”) Since only the jailor’s faith is men- 
tioned, either some adults in his family were 
yaptized without conversion, or some children 


too young to believe were baptized on the faith 


of the father. 

Paul and Silas would not have baptized adults 
without conversion, so the other alternative must 
be true. There must have been children in these 
households who were baptized on the faith of the 


parents. 
OBJECTIONS 
Two objections are made to infant baptism. _ 
1. The New Testament teaches only “believer’s 
baptism.”’ } 
™ . , What can an infant know about “baby sprink- 
3 


1. “Believer’s Baptism.” 
. The proof text for this objection is Mark 16:16: 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 


but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

If the first part of that verse excludes infant 
baptism, because infants cannot believe, the sec- 
ond part denies infant salvation for the same 
reason, but Immersionists do not usually advocate 
this idea. But why interpret one-half of a verse 
one way and refuse to take the other half the 
same way? The absurdity of this interpretation is 
seen also in passages like II Thes. 3:10—“If any 
would not work, neither should he eat.’”’ Should 
infants therefore be starved? 


Furthermore, in Rom. 4:11, circumcision, al- 
though administered to an 8-days-old child, is 
designated “a seal of ... faith.”” That token of 
the Covenant was administered on the faith of 
the parents; why, then, is it absurd to administer 
to a child in the New Dispensation ‘a seal of 


faith’? To administer to a child the new token 


of the “everlasting’’ Covenant in the God-directed 
way on the faith of the parent? : 


Is God’s Church More Exclusive 
Than Heaven? 


Immersionists usually accept the belief of most 
Christians that infants dying in infancy are saved. 
That is, Immersionists believe God admits to 
Heaven some whom they would exclude from the 
church. They, therefore, would make the type of 
the Kingdom, the earthly church, more exclusive 
than is the Kingdom itself. Is not the church on 
Earth a training school for Heaven? If God ad- 
mits babies to Heaven, would He exclude them 
from His school of preparation for Heaven? 

2. “Baby Sprinkling.”’ 

The second objection calls in question the wis- 
dom of God who directed the circumcision of the 
8-days-old baby. Could the baby know anything 
of the purpose of this act? | 

The infant knows nothing more of the purpose 
of his baptism than Isaac knew of the purpose of 
his circumcision, or that the brought infants knew 


of the touch (“the blessing,’ Mark 10:15), of the 


Savior (“they brought unto Him also infants, 
that He would touch them.” Luke 18:15). But 
the parent can know of his Covenant with God 
for his child, and God knows of His Covenant 
with the parent to be a God to his seed. 

If it is “silly”, as urged by Immersionists, to 
baptize a baby, then it was worse than silly— it 
must have been brutal—to mutilate an 8-year-old 
baby by circumcision. However, God specifically 
commanded the latter (Gen. 17:11), and when 
He changed the Covenant token to baptism, He 
never denied to children the new token. | 


Infant Baptism Illustrated By 
A Child’s Disease 


One who as an infant had the whooping cough 
knows nothing more about it later than of his 
baptism as an infant. In both cases, his knowledge > 
is based on what he has been told. But the whoop- 
ing cough germs know; they are unable to make 
that one sick again. , 

The baptism of an infant leaves no marks nor 
scars that Satan must recognize as. evidence that 
God pre-empted that soul, but whenever parents 
supplement baptism with further obedience’ to 
God’s other requirements for the care of children, 


fulfilling their part of the Covenant, God “is faith- 


ful that promised,” and Satan fails. The writer 
hereof cannot understand, why (when he was 
backslidden and therefore vulnerable) Satan failed 
in so many temptations of him, even getting his 
consent, but God intervened. 
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SEVEN BIBLE POINTS ABOUT 
INFANT BAPTISM 


1. God definitely included infants in announc- 
ing the Covenant of Grace in Gen. 17:7: “and to 
thy seed” and directed the circumcision of the 
8-days-old boy (“he that is eight days old shall 


circumcised,” Gen. 17:12). 


It has been said: “The New Testament gives the 
full-grown flower of which the Old Testament 


was the bud.” If infants were left out in the New 


Dispensation, where is the flower for this bud? 

2. The words used to introduce the New Dis- 
pensation were: “To you and to your children,”’’ 
Acts 2:39. What would they mean to a Jew who 
knew all his life the inclusion of children in 
Covenant privileges? 


3. The New Dispensation adds nothing to make | 


the inclusion of infants impossible or even diffi- 
cult. On the contrary, the new token of the 
Covenant made possible its application to both 
sexes, thus enlarging its scope. 

4. God records three times—separate occasions 
—the baptism of households. In two of them, the 
description indicates children under the age of 
believing. See “A dilemma for Immersionists”’ 
herein. | 

5. There was no protest by the Jews that the 
Christian religion left the children out—abandoned 


them. 

_ 6. Of the two objections to Infant Baptism, one 
is based on an untenable interpretation of one 
Bible verse, and the other is a condemnation of 
God’s explicit command. 


God Hasn’t Changed 
7. There is nothing in the New Testament t 
imply—much less to declare—God’s withdraws] 


the privileges He had particularly extenda 


infants in the Old Dispensation. With no Scrip. 


ture requiring such withdrawal, three question; 


need answering: 

a. Why should the God of Matt. 18:14 (“It is 
not the will of your Father . .. in Heaven tha 
one of these little ones should perish”) desire such 
withdrawal? Because the Bible records no witb. 
drawal, a justifying motive is needed to support 
the assumption that these privileges had been 
withdrawn. | 

b. If God has withdrawn these privileges, why 
did He not record it? | 

ec. Why did God record “you and your chil. 
dren” (Acts 2:39) and “and thy house” (Acts 


16:31) if He did not mean these expressions? 


FINAL WORD 

Some one has said: “The Church is wasting 
precious energy reclaiming children of believers, 
they ought to be used in winning those who have 
had no such heritage.’”’ What is the _ trouble’? 
Parents either do not bind God in Covenant for 
their children, as He invites and commands to be 
done, or else the parents are unfaithful to their 
Covenant vows. If any parent who reads this has 
been guilty either way, will you not, right nov, 
confess to God the sin of your failure, and then 
make all amends in your power? The salvation 
of your children (and, perhaps, of others) may 
depend upon it. © 


The Sovereignty Of God 


By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D.* 


This subject, assigned by the Presbytery, is a 
timely one for these turbulent times. It is also a 
tremendous one for a brief consideration. It is 
like trying to see the whole of the Atlantic or 
Pacific ocean in only a few minutes. However, as 
one can in a short time see enough of the ocean 
to catch something of its majesty and grandeur, 
so may we see something of this foundation tenet 
of our faith. 


The sovereignty of God is the doctrine that He 
is the supreme ruler or governor of the world 
and the universe, that He has all power in heaven 
and on earth and exercises that power according 
to His will, or, to use the words of the Catechism, 
it is “His most holy, wise, and powerful preserv- 
ing and governing all His creatures and all their 
actions.”’ 


Now even reason or common sense would seem 
to be a sufficient basis for faith in this teaching; 
for reason convinces us that this universe must 
have had a maker and that He who had the power 
to make it has the power also to govern it and 
does govern it, even as man also governs what 
he makes. But we have a -surer foundation for 
this faith, even the ever-living Word of God, in 
which He is revealed to us from its opening words 
to its last. God’s sovereignty is declared in hun- 
dreds of quotations such as these: “I am the 
almighty God,’ “The Lord reigneth,” “The Lord 
hath set His throne in the heavens and His king- 


dom ruleth over all,’”’ He “‘worketh all things after 
the counse] of His own will,’ “the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords,” and “The Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 
And throughout Bible history we find Him present 
and active and exercising His sovereign power; 
as His Word says, “putting down one and setting 
up another”: at times giving the reign to even 
godless powers for some divine and good purpose 
but in time and inevitably casting such godless 
powers upon the scrapheap of the. nations. Thus 
must we believe in this great fact; and thus in 
the very first tenet of the creed of Christendom, 
“T believe in God the Father Almighty!” 


Now If All That We Knew About God 
Were His Sovereignty — We Would 
Have Due Cause For Grave 
Concern Or Alarm 


Poor humans have had such sad experience with 
would-be world rulers, who have generally turned 
out to be unprincipled, unscrupulous, selfish and 
cruel tyrants who have enslaved them, such 4 
Hitler would be if he should accomplish his pur 
pose to dominate the world. It is for that reason 
that we of the democracies have _ supplant 
autocracy with democracy or the rule of one with 
the rule of the people. But we are not afraid of 
this Supreme Ruler of the universe and for two 
reasons. 


The first of these is His character. And what 3 
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vast difference has the character of rulers made _ 


in the exercise of their power! What of the char- 
acter of this sovereign God? It is an _ intensely 
interesting fact that in His Word, as if to allay 
this very fear, right alongside of the declaration 
of His sovereign power, is the revelation of His 
matchless character: H 
ness and justice and mercy .and goodness and 


love. (You will find that in such Psalms as 96. 
and 103). And what kind of character do we see 


Him to be in His clearest and fullest revelation 
of Himself: even in Christ Jesus, who was God 
who was made flesh and dwelt among us and who 
said, “He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father’? 


We see the embodiment or personification of every 
virtue or grace! No! We can never be afraid of a 


sovereign like that! 3 


And the other reason that we are not afraid 
of Him is His declared purpose for the ages: the 


ultimate establishment of something that is vari-— 


ously represented as the Kingdom of God or 
Heaven of which we may be citizens, the church 
of the living God of which we may be members, 
and the household of faith and family of God of 
which we may be the devoted and cooperating 
and rejoicing sons and daughters. No! We are 
not afraid of a sovereign of such a character and 
who has such a gracious plan or purpose. We say, 
“More power to Him in the accomplishment of 
this purpose of His grace and love!” 


But Now Someone Will Say: “Why 
Has God Not Done More Toward 
The Accomplishment Of This 
His Purpose?”’ 


Or to put it another way, “Why all of this mess 
that we are in? Why does not God stop this war 
or did He allow it in the first place?” 


The answer to that would seem to be, first, 
that He made us persons like Himself and there- 
fore with wills of our own as He has a will of 
His own or that He made us free-agents with 
freewills with which to choose and decide our own 
actions or course of life. And that is true of hu- 
mans only. His inanimate creation is governed by 
inexorable natural laws; and mere animals are 
governed largely by instinct; and God could have 
made humans mere puppets or automatons who 
would move only as He pulled the strings. But 
God seems to us to have been as a woman with 
the mother-heart, who is not satisfied with a doll 
or a dog but who craves a child of her own; and, 
believe us, she knows that that child will have a 
will of its own even as she has a will of her own. 
That is what the father-heart of God wanted: 
sons and daughters! And so He made them, like 
unto Himself, free-agents or with freewills to 
choose and decide for themselves though under 
His guidance or direction. 


And then what happened? We are quite familiar 
with the Bible account: how that God’s first son 
and daughter, exercising their wills, chose to 
believe and to obey the devil instead of God and 
became his enslaved victims and transmitted that 
slavery to their posterity down the generations. 
And the human wreckage of it has marked the 
entire course of history to the present. Chesterton 
said that the world looked to him like something 
that had been saved out of a wreck. Yes, indeed! 
God’s willfully disobedient children slipped the 


family car out one night for a joy-ride and wrecked 
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it and themselves; and now they are in the hos- 
pital with cuts and bruises and broken-bones. And 
the world-wreckage that we look upon today is 
due largely to godless would-be world-rulers who 
would enslave others and cast God out of His 
world. And doubtless our willful sins also are a 
contributing cause. é 


What Has God Done About This 
Sad Situation? 


For one thing, God has sought to control man’s 
wilful wickedness as far as possible by giving 
to mankind, in His Ten Commandments especially, 
His just and merciful laws of life and by estab- 
lishing human government for enforcing these 
laws—as the apostle says, “the powers that be 
are ordained of God.” But He did far more than 
that: He brought to bear-upon the situation the 
greatest of all of the powers of even God and the 
only power that can melt the icy human heart 
and break the stubborn human will: even the 
power of His love for us in Christ Jesus, who 
lived the love of God before us and who in love © 
died for our sins upon the cross. (John 3:16 and 
1 John 3:15). And it has worked where nothing 
else did; as Christ Himself said that it would do, 
love’s magnet of the cross has drawn billions of 
the sin-rebellious unto Him in penitence and faith 
to become God’s grateful and devoted and co- 
operating sons and daughters. And God has or- 
ganized these into a church-body with the su- 
preme mission in life of making this God in 


‘Christ known to others and winning them to Him. 


Oh, it seems that God’s chief use of His sovereign 
power from the time that humans became the 
victims of sin has been to save them from its 
power and curse by “the Gospel of Christ, the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.”’ 


Now the final revelation of God is that the 
time is coming when He will wind up the affairs 
of this old world by consigning the persistently 
unbelieving and impenitent to their place forever 
and by receiving His redeemed sons and daugh- 
ters unto Himself forever. 


Our sovereign God of love now puts it up to the > 
freewill of every one of us to choose for himself 


way of destruction and death with the multitude 

the unbelieving, impenitent, God-denying and 
God defying or shall join the countless multitude 
of His redeemed children, who are “kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation,’’ whose 
citizenship is in Heaven, and whose hearts are 
lifted hopefully and joyfully upward to the Fath- 
er’s house. 


” herself whether we shall go down the broad 


Oh, we know that, in addition to all that He has 
done for us in and through Christ the Saviour, 
He sends His gracious and wooing Holy Spirit 
to change these hearts of ours and to create within 
them saving penitence and faith. Notwithstanding 
that however, it is our opinion that God still re- 
spects the freewill of choice and decision with 
which He created us, for His Word is “whosoever 
will”? or wills! He sets before us life and death 
and pleads with us to choose life that we may 
live forever! 


*Pastor of the Hendersonville 
Church, Hendersonville, N. C. | 
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I Went To Cleveland 


By Dr. J. P. McCallie“ 


All roads led to Cleveland, Ohio last December 
7, for there met eight national and international 
religious organizations to consider co-operation 


and, if possible, union under one organization to 


do the work of the whole Protestant Church. 
These organizations, most of which hitherto 
have rendered a good service in a co-operative, 
advisory, and exploratory capacity, are: The For- 
eign Missions Conference of North America, the 
United Stewardship Council, the United Council 
of Church Women, the Missionary Education 


Movement of the United States and Canada, the 


Council of Church Boards of Education, the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, and last 
of all the Federal Council of Churches of North 
America. Last but not least! For apparently the 
officers of this Federal Council are most influ- 
ential in getting all to merge their identity into 


one super-organization to be known as the North © 


American Council of the Churches of Christ. 

All the above organizations except one, the 
Council of Church Boards of Education, met in 
regular annual or biennial meetings, beginning 
Monday morning, December 7, and then held a 
joint meeting Wednesday night to consider the 
constitution that had been formulated after many 
arduous labors of the best minds in the various 
church organizations. On Thursday each organi- 
zation separately looked the constitution squarely 
in the face and said, “‘Let’s go home and talk it 
over with the boys back home, and see how it 
looks to them.” No other action was permitted. 
I felt sorry for the Episcopal brother who wanted 
to scrap the whole thing right there, and made a 
motion to table it, but was voted down almost 
unanimously. It was just as well, for the boys back 
home really ought to have a chance to say some- 
thing about it. I rather think they will have plenty 
to say too. 

' I really went to Cleveland as a representative 
of our Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. 


_ Our Executive Secretary, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 


our Educational Secretary, Dr. Kerr Taylor, our 
Treasurer, Mr. Curry Hearn, and Assistant to 
Executive Secretary, Rev. W. A. Linton, formerly 
of Korea, were also there. Dr. Harry Myers, our 
missionary back on the Gripsholm from Japan, 
came from New York, and my old friend and stu- 
dent, Dr. Timothy Tingfang Lew of Yenching 
University, Peiping, China, blew in and brightened 
things quite a bit with his Chinese gown and with 
speeches. There must have been twenty of us 
Southern Presbyterians out of place up in Cleve- 
land: Miss Janie McGaughey, Superintendent of 
‘the Woman’s Auxiliary; Mrs. R. F. Dunlap, Miss 
Janie McCutcheon, of Woman’s Work Committee; 
Dr. Homer McMillan and Dr. Claude Pritchard of 
the Home Missions Committee; Dr. Edward Grant 
of Religious Education Committee and _ several 
ministers representing our denomination ‘at the 
Federal Council of Churches. Among them I re- 
member Dr. McDowell Richards, President of Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, who by the way. 
Was appointed by the powers that be Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Federal Council of Churches for the 
next biennium; Rev. Charles E. Guice, McComb, 
Miss., Dr. Marion Boggs of Little Rock, Dr. Donald 
MacGuire, Montgomery, Alabama, Dr. John M. 
Alexander, Fayetteville, N. C. We Southern Pres- 


byterians, all except the ladies, who had another 
engagement, held a caucus in Dr. Richard’s room 
in the Statler Hotel, to find out all we could 
about the currents that were following so rapidly 
and decide which way to steer our Southern Pres. 
byterian boat. 

I tried to take in the Foreign Missions Cop. 
ference and hardly got a chance to stick my nose 
out of that Statler Hotel to get a breath of fresh 
air. There was something doing morning, noon, 
and night. Even breakfasts, where several hun. 
dred met to hear and be heard, were held before 
daylight. I listened to every type of speech one 
could well imagine, and some were fine, but 
often the best is crowded out by so much that js 
good. I heard race relations discussed over and 
over, once by a Pullman Porters’ union organizer, 
Phillips Randolph of Washington; who was praised 
to the skies; and who was the most eloquent 
speaker there, and like his race, used the biggest 
words. I suppose I am too much southern to like 
what he said. It certainly was not approached 


_ from the Christian standpoint. When he attacked 


this administration for unfairness to the Negro— 
well, I thought he wanted heaven with a fence 
around it! One of the breakfasts was on rare re 
lations and they made a point of having eveiv 
round table, seating ten, have at least two colored 
people at it. Here it was that Randolph made the 
most vitriolic attack on the present relationship 
between the whites and’ the blacks. I have no 
doubt he has much to justify him in his feelings, 
but I wished we could have had Dr. Carver of 
Tuskegee or a man of like Christian spirit, speak 
on such a subject. Outside of Christ it cannot be 
solved. 

Then there was much talk about after-the-war 
rehabilitation. Most of these men seemed more 
concerned about doing something after the war 
than doing something right now to win the war, 
and to win men to Christ in the midst of the war. 
I do not want to seem captious or critical. They 
impressed me as men of fine spirit, of great 
ability, and wonderful organizers. But in a For- 


eign Missions Conference why avoid the one great 


object of our meeting—how now to win men to 
a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, and give them 
a joy of pardoned sin through His shed blood, 
and a blessed hope of a coming Savior who wi 
make all right in this old sin-cursed earth. My! 
but that theme would have sounded old-fashioned 
in Cleveland, yet there were many there that 
believed in it—just the plain unvarnished gospel 
of the atoning grace of Jesus Christ. The rub 1s 
that there were a lot of others that did not believe 
in the gospel of the shed blood, so what else 
was there to talk about? What did we see most 
of, and hear most of, and work hardest at? 
Schemes of union, bureaucracy, wheels within 
wheels, organization to the nth degree. I’ve never 
seen such a constitution in my life. Truly it is 4 
gem. It’s the last word. I hope I never hear of it 
again. One of the members of our Executive Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions said it made him s0 
dizzy he felt as if he were drunk. 3 
Here is a brief summary of it: The plan is to 
create a corporation, to be called the North 
American Council of the Churches of Christ. It 1s 
to be ‘fan inclusive co-operative agency to con- 
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tinue and extend” the eight existing agencies 
mentioned above. These pretty nearly cover the 
whole field of church activities. Our church is a 
member of the Federal Council of Churches, I am 
sorry to say, and our Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions is a member of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America. It is pro- 
posed that these agencies (and the other six) 


cease to exist as separate organizations and that | 


their functions be distributed among four “Di- 
visions’ of the proposed “Council”, as follows: 


Division of Foreign Missions. 
Division of Church and Community. 
Division of Christian Education. 
Division of Home Missions. | 


Then there will be an executive committee and 
such committees as that Committee deems neces- 
sary; eight Commissions charged with responsi- 
bility “for developing the basic philosophy and 
the requisite programs and procedures within the 
assigned fields’; four Coordinating Committees; 
five Joint Service Bureaus; a Field Department 
and a Department of Financial Promotion; an 
Executive General Secretary; one or more Execu- 
tive Secretaries for each Division, Departmental 
Secretaries, assistants to the General Secretary 
and to the Executive Secretaries, Secretaries of 
Commissions, of Coordinating Committees and of 
Bureaus; and a “Council General Staff, whose 
functions shall be broadly in the field of general 
policies and relationships from the point of view 
of developing the ecumenical movement in North 
America.” Enough said! 

I believe in Christian cooperation with all my 
heart. For twenty-two years I have been a mem- 
ber of the Business Men’s Evangelistic Club of 
my city and on the Executive Committee of the 
National Association of Business Men’s Evange- 
listic Clubs of America. On these groups are 
men of every evangelical denomination in Ameri- 
ca. The harmony is wonderful. But we have one 
object, to win men to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and to enlist them in Christian 


service. Moreover, we have one gospel, salvation | 


through the atonement of Jesus’ death on the 
cross, and one hope of the glorious personal re- 


turn of our Lord to set this world right. But. 


“two cannot walk together except they be agreed.” 
While I am loathe to depart from our traditional 
policy of cooperation in Christian activities in 
foreign missions with other boards engaged in like 
evangelical work, I feel that we as a church and 
as an Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
should refuse to take a step that would place 
practically all our work under “the general over- 


sight, review, and coordination” of a Council, the | 


larger proportion of whose membership is not 
connected with foreign missions, and belongs to 
some denominations that have not shown sympathy 


with our evangelistic and educational policies and 


some of whom do not have the same credal basis 
for their work, 
This whole plan is aimed at organic union 


and in fact it seems to be an effort to consum- 


mate it in practice even before the denominations 
agree actually to unite. It is devoutly to be hoped 
that our Assembly will not only turn down this 


constitution and membership in the Council, but 


also membership in the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. 


*Headmaster of McCallie School for Boys, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Our Mission To The Jews 
By Rev. Harold J. Dudley, Th.M.* 


The writer is personally acquainted with the 
subject of the following brief biography, the 
Reverend Eddie S. Lieberman, pastor of the Pleas- 
ant Ridge Baptist Church, Hueytown, Alabama, 
just thirty years of age. 


Mr. Lieberman was born in New York City, 
and was instructed in the traditions of his fathers, 
that is in the orthodox faith of the Jewish Church. 
At fifteen or sixteen he left high school for a po- 
sition with a New York banking firm. At nineteen, 
in spite of promotions in the past and good pro- 
spects in the future, he gave up the banking busi- 
ness because of a desire to become a professional 
baseball player. He felt that the quickest way to 
the Big Leagues was to begin with a Southern 
team, so he traveled south in a freight car. En 
route he met two youths who persuaded him to 
join with them in stealing an automobile in eastern 
North Carolina. At Greenville, S. C., he was appre- 
hended when his companions in crime fled. He 
was held in the Greenville jail, a Federal prisoner, 
for eight months or longer, waiting trial. At first 
he considered it a lark, but with the passing of the 
months his situation became desperate. 

Every Sunday afternoon an elderly woman, a 
member of the Baptist Church in Greenville, visited 
the jail for the purpose of speaking to the prisoners 
and distributing pamphlets and Testaments. At 
first Lieberman was disinclined to leave his cell 


'with the other prisoners in order to hear the 


evangelist, but eventually, tired of jail and of 
being left alone in his cell, he ventured forth. 
Though by rearing he had been instructed to avoid 
anything that smacked of Jesus Christ, he listened, 
accepted pamphlets and a Testament, and in due 
time dared to read the “forbidden” word. He de- 
clares that he was thrilled with the life of Christ 
beyond anything he had ever read, but above all 
with the story of the resurrection. One day he 
prayed that if Christ were real, he would follow 
Him. He was keenly disappointed that nothing 
happened. In the meantime he had disputed some- 
what with the old lady who always dealt graciously 
with him. Once again he prayed, and immediately 
as he lay in his bunk he had the feeling that he 
ought to tell somebody of his experience, so he 
then and there called together the other prisoners 
and told them he had decided to become a Chris- 
tian. Then, he declares, that though he has since 
graduated from the Seminary, he received his best 
theological training from those prisoners, most of 
whom were Baptists! These men proved exceed- 
ingly loyal to their respective denomjnations, al- 
most coming to blows in defense thereof! When 
he wished to play cards, they forbade him on the 
ground of his conversion. When he desired to 
smoke, they told him it was unbecoming a Chris- 
tian. His own proof that he was a Christian demon- 
strated itself when he butt his head on his bunk 
and “nothing came out,’”’ meaning he did not | 
swear! In fact, this tendency completely dis- 
appeared. | 

When the Jews of the town learned that he was 
converted and was to be baptized, they sent a 
delegation to tell him they had planned to obtain | 
his release and to give him work, but the situation 
altered the matter so that they must renounce 
him. He prayed for guidance in giving an answer, . 
and after thanking them stated that he intended 
to remain firm. | 

Shortly afterwards he was immersed in the Bap- 
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tist Church, a United States Marshall handcuffed 
to him. In the meantime he had written his mother, 
thinking she would be pleased to learn of the 
change that had taken place in his life, but re- 
ceived the answer that his family had disinherited 
him. In due time he was paroled, and went to live 
in the home of the elderly lady who was respon- 
sible for his conversion. He called her mother and 
was like a son to her. 


After working a while he decided he needed to 
complete his education, so he went to the Baptist 
Theological School in New Orleans, supported by 


‘the Men’s Bible Class of the Baptist Church in 


Greenville. His work was acceptable but at the end 
of the year he felt the need of college training; 
therefore, he entered Mars Hill College, Mars Hill, 
N. C. After a year there, he decided that he should 
complete high school. Though past twenty-one 
years of age, he went back to high school, graduat- 
ed, then in turn passed through college, the uni- 
versity, and the Seminary, so that today he holds 
several degrees. 


Originally he planned to teach, but felt that 
God was calling him to the ministry. A year ago 
or more he was invited to supply the Church at 
Hueytown, Alabama, and that afternoon was 
called to become the pastor. 


Mr. Lieberman declares that he has reached 
the following conclusions by his experience: (1) 
That Jesus Christ is the finest thing he has ever 
laid hold of. (2) That he will never give up 
Christ unless something better offers itself, and 
he doesn’t know of anything better. (3) That 
Christians have sadly neglected their mission to 
the Jews, who are far more responsive to the 
Gospel] than Christians realize. : 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Birmingham, Ala. | 


Calvinism Applied 


In these days of testing our people have the 
right to receive from their ministers the strength 
and consolations of our faith. When their hearts 
are being torn by anxiety concerning loved ones, 
their hands ought to be strengthened in the Lord 


who doeth according to His will in the armies of . 


heaven and among the inhabitants of earth so 
that none can stay His hand or say unto Him, 
What doest Thou? They need to hear, The Lord 
reigneth, Be still, and know that I am God, I will 
be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted 
in the earth. The Lord of hosts hath sworn say- 
ing, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to 
pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand. 
Above the wicked hands that crucified Christ, the 
world needs to see the Almighty Hand of the holy 
God using even the wrath of man to accomplish 
the purposes of His grace. (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28). 
Then as one looks over the tragedies of life, he 
may say with Joseph, Ye meant it for evil, but 
God meant it for good. While some preachers are 
presenting a “God” limited by the forces of na- 
ture or the wills of men, a Presbyterian mother 
Me of the death of her son in a submarine col- 
ion: 


“There are no accidents to those who know an 
understand 

That an all-wise Heavenly Father guides with , 
loving Hand.” 


These great hearts witness: 


“The eternal God is thy stay 
And underneath 
Are | the arms that will last for aye.” 


Like the brave William of Orange they have ep. 

tered into a close alliance with the King of king; 

and are firmly convinced that all who put their 

— in Him shall be saved by His Almighty 
and. | 


In the awful cataclysms, the massacres, in. 
prisonments and stakes of the Reformation, Cal- 
vinism nerved the hands of the martyrs. Behind 
faith they saw its parent election. He saved us 
and called us with a holy calling not according to 
our works, but according to His own purpose and 
grace which were given us in Christ Jesus before 
times eternal. Flesh and blood hath not revealed 
this faith unto us, but our Father which is in hes- 
ven. Those who receive Him, have been born not 
of blood, nor of the will of flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God. We are saved by grace 
through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the 
gift of God. Faith is the gift of God that carries 
with it the assurance that God is for us. And if 
God be for us who can be against us? Faith is 
resting in Christ, and as the gift of God carries 
the assurance that God put us there. Of Him are 


ye in Christ Jesus who is made unto us wisdom 


and righteousness and sanctification and redemp- 
tion. Instead of offering anxious hearts an: ex- 
amination that constitutes an attack upon Cal- 
vinism, why not carry that examination back, as 
Barth is doing (Kirchliche Dogmatik II.2.367), 
to Calvin’s answer to Pighius: ‘‘Whence do | 
know myself to be elect? Christ suffices me for a 
thousand witnesses; for where we find ourselves 
in His body, our salvation rests in a position as 
secure and as tranquil as if it were now located 
in heaven.” 


A rediscovery of some of this tensil strength 
of the Reformed Faith has steadied the Confes- 
sional Church, the Reformed Churches of Holland, 
and is reviving God-Centered Religion in France 
and Switzerland. A realization of the might of 
this Theocentrism led a Lutheran professor t 
say to his Calvinistic colleague of the University 
of Paris: “‘Lecerf, God has -something in store 
for His Church, something very dreadful; and be 
cause God knows His Church needs a _ backbone 
He is bringing her back to Calvinism, which 3s 
the backbone of Christianity.”’ —Wnm.C.R. 


Let God Work Through Us 


Yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me. I Gee, 16, 10. 


It is easier to organize than to agonize. We 
can organize the Holy Spirit out of His Church, 
and we have largely done it. ‘Lower and lower 
down at His feet.’ That is where we need to be; 
to roll our pride in the dust; to recognize how 
complete is our impoverishment; to give 
Almighty a chance to do something with very 
indifferent material. 

—W. Graham Scroggie, D.D. . 


Feb. 1943 
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Experiences In Personal Evangelism 


By Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D.* 


These are personal experiences of outstanding Ministers of 
our Church. They were gathered together by Dr. Caldwell, 


and we feel that they will prove of great value in stimu- 


lating others to do this type of soul winning. We will be 
delighted to have others send in their experiences along this 
line. We will withhold all names where requested to do so. 


(Evangelistic Experience Of A Ve 
Prominent Minister In Our Church 


1. “I was pastor of a fine old church in a small 
county-seat in Virginia. There were two banks in 
the town. Neither bank president was a pro- 
fessing Christian, but the wife of each was a 
member of the Presbyterian church. At the close 
of the service one Sunday morning I had an inter- 
view with one of those good women, and found 
that she was deeply concerned about her hus- 
band. She said that she thought timidity was his 
main difficulty, but that she would like for me 
to approach him if a favorable opportunity could 
be had. I asked her if he always came home to 
his dinner in the middle of the day, and indicated 
that I would like dinner with them and use the 
occasion to talk with him in the quietness of his 
home. Incidentally, may I remark that she was an 
awfully good Virginia housekeeper and cook. 
She said that he rarely was at home at midday, 
but that she would telephone me the first day she 
found that he was to be there. I would be supposed 
to happen to arrive at about the dinner hour, and 
she would insist on my staying. Then while she 
was giving the table its last touches, I would 
talk to him. Within three days from that time 
that wife called me to tell me that she had dis- 
covered that her husband would be there that day. 

The plan worked. I happened along; was urged 
to stay for dinner, and was left for quite a while 
in the sitting room with the man of the house. I 
brought up the subject, explained as best I could 
the plan of redemption to him, with the result 


that he promised to make a public profession on. 


the following Sunday morning. 

We followed the old-fashioned practise in those 
days of ‘opening the doors of the church’ to any 
who would come forward during the singing of 
the closing hymn. So the invitation was given and 


the congregation stood to sing. To my amazement, | 


here came the bank president with his two grown 
sons, plus the president of the other bank with 


his grown son. That is, instead of one man. 
coming, five men came down the aisle of that | 


church together. They all united with the church 
that day on profession of faith. The whole town 
was stirred by the scene. | 


Here is what happened: After that pre-dinner — 


conversation that day, that man went at once to 
see the other bank president to tell him what 


he proposed to do, and to urge his neighbor to 


do the same. That night he called his two stalwart 
sons in and told them the same story, urging 
them to go all the way with him. The president 
of the other bank gave his heart to Christ, and 


before Sunday came had persuaded his own son — 
| to go with him. Those two leading men in that 


community exercised a joint leadership in the 


_ Spiritual life of the town, and every one of 
young men developed a consistent Christian ‘Tife 


and leadership. 
That good woman’s husband was timid. She 


was correct in her judgment of him. But under 
the lead of the Holy Spirit, timidity gave way to 
boldness. That man distinguished himself before 
sunset in the doing of a brave deed. He brought 
another to Christ.” 
(Pastor Of Another Of Our 
Great Churches) 

2. “A most remarkable case is that of one of 
the leading men of G whose sole idea of 
Christianity was Masonry. One night in greeting 


: - him, I remarked that I wanted to talk to him some 


time. Evidently something in my manner or words 
gave him an inkling of my purpose, for, after . 
a moment of hesitation, he said, ‘““You had better 
come quick.” This reply was a surprise, but in- 
stantly I replied, “All right, tomorrow morning at 
10.” At the time stated I found him in his office 
and came straight to the point. I laid before him 
the claims of Jesus Christ on his life and all it 
counted for, and urged upon him an immediate 
acceptance of Christ and a bold confession of 
Him before the world. He listened very atten- 
tively and then replied: “From the day I was old 
enough, I have been connected with Masonry. I 
have taken every degree possible to me and my 
Masonic connectiens supplied all the religion I 
seemed to need. Lately I have been thinking 
that perhaps I have been wrong. Now I know I 
have been so. I will take Christ as my Savior, and 
you may be looking for me next Sunday morn- 
ing.” He was true to his word, came before the 
session, witnessed a strong confession and has 
been loyal and true to every test since. This man 
was considered as an extremely difficult man to 
approach on spiritual subjects, and never attended 
church except on special Masonic occasions.” 
(The Pastor Of One Of Our 
Largest Churches) 

3. Experiences in evangelism: “One of the most 
interesting experiences I have ever had in personal 
evangelism was with a young physician. His father, 
who was a Methodist minister, had told me that 
he could never get his son interested in uniting 
with his church and gave me permission to visit 
him and to get him into my church, if possible. 


‘On my first visit he was very courteous, but when 


I talked with him frankly about his soul’s sal- 
vation, he told me that he was not ready then to 
talk seriously concerning that relationship of life. 
He said, however, that if I would come back in 


- gix months he would be glad to talk to me about 


it. I invited him to attend the services of our . 
church and made a note of the date of this visit. 
In exactly six months I returned to his office. 
He, in the meantime, had been attending our 
services and we had become rather friendly. I 
then put the proposition before him again and 
very definitely. Having prayed for him for those 
months, the Holy Spirit had prepared the way 
and he very willingly accepted Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour and united with our church. He had 
his wife and daughter bring their membership 
from the Methodist church and they became faith- 
ful members and warm friends. As a matter of 
fact, a little son was born to them after that and 
they gave him my name.” 
(Evangelistic Experiences) 

4, “I took a train for A............ to hold a meet- 

ing. Engaged in conversation my train took me 
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six miles beyond the place. I got off and told my 
plight to several and told them that I must be 
there in a little while to preach. A young man 
driving a mule and buggy said he was going that 
way and took me. I made the appointment. About 
the third night a big red headed boy came down 
and mhade his confession. Nobody knew him. I 
asked him where he lived and he told me he lived 
in the next town and had heard me say I was 
going to hold a meeting in A ,» and he re- 
solved he would attend. God used my blunder to 
save a soul.” 


*Waco, Tex. 


If He Is Your Elder 


Brother—Yes 
By Tom Glasgow* 


_ The euphonius and, where true, beautiful phase 
“Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man’’ 
too frequently is dangerously used in the day in 
which we live. The “moral” or “ethical” press 
would accept it as the epitome of the Christian 
faith, where in truth their interpretation of this 
phrase is not Christianity at all but Universalism. 


With the Christian there can be no justifiable 
application of the phrase outside of those who 
have accepted Christ as their personal Saviour. 
Here and in a very glorious manner the “Father- 
hood” exists. and this “Brotherhood” should 
abound. The popular usage, however, with the 
“moral” press and too often in indiscriminating 
language from Christian pulpits and responsible 
Church Laymen would claim a “Fatherhood’’ for 
God for all mankind—regenerate and unregenerate. 
and a “Brotherhood” for mankind irrespective of 
a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


No language could be clearer than that of our 
Lord when he declared to his hostile questioners 
“Ye are of your Father, the devil” or the distinct 
line of demarcation drawn by Paul regarding the 
‘household of Faith.” 


The point here raised is profound but not ob- . 


scure. However, a clearer recognition and state- 
ment thereof is vital, lest the present trend of 
naturalistic morality become confused with the 
inescapable need for the personal recognition of 
ourselves as sinners—lost and irretrievably lost 
except for a saving faith in the gracious mercy 
of a personal Saviour. The absolute necessity of 
undeserved vicarious atonement through the sub- 
stituted righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ 
has: strikingly drifted from our pulpits and is fast 
becoming passe’ as a conviction of the pew. 
Personal decency and especially when accom- 
panied by an attitude of benevolent kindness are 
both worthy and greatly to be desired but to many 
these have become the synonym of Christianity 
itself. The true Christian of course has or seeks 
to have both of these (decency and kindness) but 
recognizes them as effects of Christianity and 
not causes or creating factors of his status as a 
Christian. 


Like it or not—we must realize that Christianity 
is as marrow as a razor’s edge. Kindly disposed 
persons long to spiritually fraternize with similar 


minded and humanly admirable orthodox Jews 
Hindoos and high-typed and honorable leaders of 
other religious faiths until the line of demarcatioy 
between the saved and the unsaved is virtually if 
not completely lost. The theme of the once much 
discussed book “Rethinking Missions’ illustrates 
this blurred viewpoint. However, our only ay. 
thority for the plan of Salvation declares in clear 
and unambiguous language that “There is no 
other name,’”’ “I am the way,” “No man cometh 
to the Father but by me,” and like unequivoca] 
statements. An Orthodox Jew, an honorable Brab. 
man, a noble Buddhist, a Unitarian Philanthropist 
may be refined, cultured, attractive, noble, wip. 
some, worthy of the human personal esteem, af. 
fection and fellowship; however, until and unless 
he accepts Christ as his personal’ Savior there is 
ae ee from the Book but that he is also 


The testimony of the Christianity of our day 
seems to have surrendered much of its power in 
its impact with our times. To many it would 
seem that this is largely due to the, absence of 
a clear understanding by the pew and proclamation 
by the pulpit of the essential necessity of Atone. 
ment found only in the blood of Jesus Christ. QOut- 
side of this there is, of. course, “Fatherhood” in 
the sense of “Creator.”’ However, “The Father. 
hood of God and the Brotherhood of man’ as 


_this phrase is wont to be used, must begin at the 


foot of The Cross. Until this vital distinction is 
again made clear to a confused world the power 
of the testimony of His Church will suffer. | 


*Elder of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 


Charlotte, N. C. 


War Relief Causes Face 
Urgent Need 


By Rev. Vernon S. Broyles 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Developments all around the world continue 
to emphasize the wisdom of our 1942 - General 
Assembly in providing a channel through which 
our churches may have some share in the allevia- 
tion of the terrible suffering brought on by the 
war. The suggestion of the Assembly was that our 
Church undertake to raise a minimum of $30,000 
for war relief during the church year, 1942-43. 
It was recommended that funds contributed be 
apportioned to the selected causes as follows: 
War-Stricken Churches, 40 per cent; China Relief, 
30 per cent; Christian refugees, 20 per cent; and 
the American Bible Society, 10 per cent. 


The official time set for the offering was July 
5, 1942, but quite a number of churches found 
that, because of local reasons, another date was 
more desirable. Miss’ Margaret Vance, Treasurer 
of the Assembly’s Committee on War Relief, re 
ports that up to December 1, the amount of 
$4,427.50 had been received. 

Checks are still being received, the frequent 
inquiries are made as to where contributions 
should be sent. Churches or individuals who 
would like to have a share in this work of love 
and sympathy should send the contributions to 
Miss Margaret Vance, Treasurer, Blowing Rock, 
North Carolina. The need is vast. Any con- 
tributions to this cause will help our Church to 


exemplify the spirit of the Master. 
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The Confession Of Faith 
By Mr. Samuel B. Woods* 
The proposed celebration of the three hundred 


ears of our Westminster Confession of Faith 
should meet a hearty response, quicken our zeal 


and strengthen our belief in the great truths of 


God’s Word. That assemblage of earnest Chris- 
tians, great scholars, who for over five years 
worked and prayed without ceasing, produced in 
clear: logical statement Bible truths, adherence to 
which has made worldwide Presbyterianism, the 
ereatest of all Protestant denominations. For our 
Confession of Faith men and women have with- 
stood persecution, lived and died at the stake, 
“true blue” to God and His revealed will. 


It is strange that with such a heritage so many 
Presbyterians are ignorant of their own standards, 
even of their existence. Our seminaries ought to 
put all the emphasis possible on our fidelity too, 
and the importance of these great works, the 
Confession and the Catechisms. Copies of both 
and Dr. Smith’s Creed of Presbyterians should be 
in the libraries of the Church and in all Sunda 
Schools. How many have them? 7 | 


The writer has even heard a Presbyterian min- 


ister, in a Presbyterian pulpit, in his Sunday 
morning sermon denounce by name, with con- 
siderable heat, our Westminster Confession of 
Faith, “the writers of it,” he said, “‘were silly 
foolish men, self-conceited to think they could 
define such truths’; he was especially vigorous 
in denouncing as untrue “Christ's dying to satisfy 
divine justice’’—quoting the exact words! It is 
not strange that this minister later announced 
from the pulpit to the congregation that the Gen- 
eral Assembly had appointed that day for all 
Presbyterian ministers to preach on evangelism, 
but he didn’t believe in revivals and evangelism; 


he would not preach on that but would appeal to. 


a higher evangelism “the young man who played 
the game and obeyed the rules was an evangelist, 
the merchant who kept his scales right was an 
evangelist.” The subject was not further referred 
to in his discourse! 


It is sad to see a church lacking utterly the 
Spirit of the living God, seeking to substitute 
for it a “home-made” litany, and dressing the 
choir in skirts and Chinese shirts; and celebrating 
a high day by marching them down from their 
loft behind the pulpit, their numbers increased for 
the occasion, parading thém while singing, down 
and around the aisles of the church! How many 
ministers will go forth from such churches in a 
decade to preach the living Gospel to dying men? 
Not one. Is this Presbyterianism? Is it not rather 
a flare back to the pomp and show of heathenism? 
What has become of the “pure and simple worship 
of the Presbyterian Church,” to which Sir Walter 
Scott referred in his denunciation of ritualism? If 
we must have one, why not borrow the beautiful 
ceremony of our Episcopal brethren? 


Best of all make the anniversary of our West- 
minster Confession of Faith a day of joy and 
gladness, a revival of those days of saints and 
martyrs, when men believed. 


*Elder in the First Presbyterian Church, Char- 
lottesville, Va. 


The Navy Chaplain Ashore 
By T. H. Makin, Chaplain, U.S.N.R. 


Chaplain Makin is a member of Cherokee Presbytery, and 
before entering the service was Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Trion, Ga. He is now stationed at U. S. Naval 

Training Station, Great Lakes, Ill. ; 


Every chaplain who enters the naval service 
goes first to the School of Indoctrination at Nor- 
folk, Virginia, for a period of two months instruc- 
tion. While there he is given courses in subjects 
such as navy regulations, official correspondence, 
relief work, preaching to service men, shipboard 
etiquette, and naval history. The principal object 
of this indoctrination is to give the minister coming 
right out of civilian life training in “the Navy 
way” of doing things, and the two months are 
packed with everything calculated to. make the 
chaplain as much of an “old salt” as possible be- 
fore he actually goes to his first duty. This train- 
ing includes a brief period of temporary duty at 
some station nearby just before graduation from 
the school. 


Some men go immediately from Norfolk to 
assignments aboard different units of the fleet, 
but many go first to shore stations for a period 
of duty. Shore stations served by Navy chaplains 
include naval air stations, U. S. Marine bases, 
U. S. Coast Guard stations, navy yards, and naval 
training stations. 


The experience of the writer for the past few 
months since completing the indoctrination course 


has been at the largest naval training station in 


the world. Here thousands of boys in their late 


teens are in a period of twelve weeks given the 


rudiments of seamanship, close order drill, use of 
small arms, and customs of the service. The ages 
of these men range all the way from seventeen to © 
forty-nine, but the vast majority are between 
seventeen and twenty-five. It is said that the aver- 
age age is nineteen. : 


It is interesting to know that during their period 
of training in the Navy recruits attend divine 


-services every Sunday in formation just as they 


accomplish all other feautres of their training. 
Men have the privilege of attending Protestant, 
Catholic, or Jewish services conducted by chap- 
lains of these faiths. The Services conducted for 
Protestant men are non-sectarian in character and 
chaplains who direct them are ministers of the 
various religious groups of our country who have 
been appointed to the Chavlain Corps of the Navy. 
Attendance at public worship is considered an im- 
portant part: of the period of training and 
familiarizes the men with the orderly procedures 
of the Navy and its historic high evaluation of 
moral and spiritual values as essential elements 
of real military character. Normally attendance 
at religious services is entirely voluntary among 
man-o-war’s-men afloat and ashore, and this ex- 
perience during their training period enables them 
to know their power of choice may be made wisely 
and fearlessly as they continue their careers in 
the service of their country. Some of the men 


-have not been in the habit of attending church 


in civil life, and it is interesting to note their 
reactions to this general practice. sOne pastor in 
a nearby city has entertained almost a thousand 
men at Sunday dinners in the basement of his 


church over a period of a year, and during this 
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time he has found only one man who was not 
enthusiastic about the services held on the station 
where he was in training. 


This custom places a tremendous responsibility 
on the chaplain, as it insures his having between 
one and two thousand men at each of the two or 
three services he conducts on Sunday. Chaplains 
have found that in order to hold the interest of a 
group of men this size the sermon, as well as the 
service as a whole, must be comparatively brief. 
Brevity is also necessary because the huge drill 
halls in which the services are held must be cleared 
promptly so that the men attending the following 
services can find their places. The chaplains are 
finding that this is a day when men are not 
interested in hearing the opinions of huntan 
philosophy or lofty idealism expressed in vague 
generalities. More and more it is apparent that 
what these men who are going out into battle on 
the sea want is a practical message based on the 
facts which God has given and advice on what to 
do about this message. A milk and water gospel 
will not do. They want the truth brought down 
to earth whee they live, and in a manner in 
which they can take hold of it. 


. At divine services announcement is made of 
the office hours of the chaplain and the men are 


urged to come to see him with any problem they 


may have. Many avail themselves of this oppor- 
tunity, and the week day of the chaplain finds 
him listening to stories ranging all the way from 
the details of “in-law’’ troubles back home to re- 


quests for Christian baptism. A goodly number of. 


men are for the first time in their lives becoming 
interested in spiritual things. This interest is not 
manifest in any outward or spectacular manner. 
Men are not stampeding their way to the chaplain 
with burdened souls and broken hearts. It is rather 
a slow but steady undercurrent of growing con- 
cern for the things of the Spirit. They come in 
by ones and twos and tell the chaplain that they 
were impressed by something he said at church 
and want to talk to him about baptism. Then it is 
his glorious privilege to unfold to the hungry 
soul in as simple terms as possible the wonderf 

plan of Redemption, the privileges and responsi- 
bilities of the Christian life, and the significance 
of the Lord’s Supper. 


When the chaplain has heard their confession 
of faith in Christ and has administered baptism 
he writes to the home pastor and asks that the 
man be received into the membership of the 
church. He also writes a letter to the mother of 
the new believer informing her of the step her 
son has taken. The fact that the chaplains receive 
very few replies from the letters to’civilian pastors 
is a sad commentary on the diligence of some of 
these men in their oversight of the flock. Records 
of all baptisms performed by chaplains are kept 
in the files of both the training station and the 
‘Bureau of Naval Personnel in Washington. 


At this station the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper is observed every first Sunday. Generally 
speaking, it has been the observation of the writer 


that approximately one-third of the men present 


at a Communion service participate. This would 
seem to correspond roughly with the often pub- 


lished statement that only forty per cent of the 


people of America are members of some church. 
The remaining two-thirds of the congregation 
facing the chaplain constitute one of the greatest 


hard against you (if surrendered to Christ) i 
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evangelistic fields any missionary could possibly 
have. They are his challenge and his opportunity 
What pastor in civilian life has before him 35) 
to 4000 young men every Sunday morning? Ove 
a period of several months at a training station 
the turnover makes these figures run high up int 
the thousands of different men to whom th 
chaplain ministers. 


At each service announcement is made that th i® [yu 
chaplain has a New Testament for every man wh I fol 
desires one, and they are urged to come up afte I dra 
the service or to drop by the office of the chaplain HF tre 
to receive it. The men are asked not to consider act 
the Testaments as a fetish, merely accepting then i wh; 
for carrying in their pockets in hope that som var 
day they may stop a bullet, but are urged to reaj ( 
them daily and find strength for living the Chri: abi 
tian life. At this point the highest tribute shoul 


be paid to the Gideons International and th ~e 
American Bible Society for their splendid work in get 
supplying enough New Testaments for every ma noi 


who wants one. It is interesting to hear that 
the armed forces are getting the priorities at th cha 
printing presses and the supply of Bibles fo ! 
civilians is said to be running low. It gives, , 
chaplain a wonderful feeling to hear that durin Ma 
their recent twenty-one day ordeal in the sout t 
Pacific Captain Eddie Rickenbacker and his 
panions read from one of these gift Testaments 


The work of the chaplain in this war is primarily 
spiritual. The chief chaplains of both the Am 
and the Navy have urged those laboring unde 
them not to try to direct great recreational pro. 
grams nor to accept responsibilities for duties no 
directly related to their spiritual ministry, but t 
leave these matters to welfare and recreation 
officers who have been appointed for these pu 
poses. The chaplain is to concern himself mainly 
with the spiritual welfare of the men under his 
care. The government is more than ever before in 
history convinced that the chaplain is absolutey 
essential to sthe successful prosecution of the war 
and is backing him to the limit in his work. Hite “gy 
opportunity for service is unlimited. It is up 0 (1) 
him to meet this challenge and justify the confi ¢ 
dence which has been placed in him. 3 


“The ‘present circumstance’ which presses # 


the best shaped tool in the Father’s Hand 


chisel you for eternity. Trust Him then? Do nd J 
push away the instrument, lest you lose the work’ e 
—Author Unknown. oth 

| hac 

Prayer 

By Mrs. S. J. Cartledge smi 

Athens, Ga. Fe 

As on I go to the Battle Field mo 

I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to shield, wot 
And if I should die for my Country’s sake, a 
_ I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to take Bet 
Into Thine Infinite Arms of Love, anc 
Into Thy Glorious Home Above, ve 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. se 
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March—Organization Month For The Auxiliary ; 
By Mrs. Frank Staunton — Savannah, Ga. : 


Feb. 1943 
Acting upon a remark that “the women in 
Luke’s Gospel would make a nice auxiliary,” the 


following study has emerged. While the writer is 
drawing somewhat on her imagination in this 
treatment, yet it has helped to make these char- 
acters real and to impress certain great lessons 
which we may learn from these women in their 
yarious relationships to Christ. 


One test of a plan of organization is its adapt- 
ability, so we have organized this auxiliary to 
meet the need of the particular group of women 
whom we are taking the liberty of bringing to- 
gether out of this book. Perhaps you would ap- 
point or select different ones than these to the 
various offices. That is just the reason we should 
change offices when the usual term has expired. 

As President of this auxiliary we have selected 
Mary Magdalene. 
and loyalty to Christ were known to all by her 
enthusiastic devotion to her Lord’s service. She 
would be a sympathetic and understanding leader 
both because of her own past experience of hav- 
ing been afflicted with a terrible malady and hav- 
ing been delivered by Christ, and also because she 
had long ago become a disciple and joined the 


little ——— of Christ’s followers where she had 


been taught by the Master Teacher Himself. She 
had doubtless learned about the stewardship of 
life as well as possessions. (Lk. 8:1-3). And Mary 
Magdalene would be “steadfast, unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord,” because 
of her transforming experience that Resurrection 
Morn. Was she not the first to see Him that morn- 
ing? As we note her passionate insistence that 


she find her Lord and her persistence until she - 


did, we know that she would never stop until 
“every woman” should be “enlisted for Christ.” 
(Lk. 24:1-5, John 20:1-18). 

“the wife of 


Secretary, Joanna (Lk. 8:3) 
Chuza, Herod’s steward.’”’ Chuza, being manager 
of Herod’s household and estates, would be very 
helpful to his wife in keeping the records and 
books of her auxiliary. It is. possible that he too 
was a disciple since Joanna’s name is mentioned 
so clearly among Christ’s disciples. This is ideal 
when husband and wife can serve together. 

As Treasurer we have selected the “poor widow” 
whom Christ signally honored when He used her 
gift as the noblest example of giving. While 
others cast in their gifts she gave all that she 


had (Lk. 21:1-4). It was the smallest offering | 


that could be made for “it was not lawful to offer 
less than two mites.” So the gift of a “certain 
poor woman” in your auxiliary may be the 
smallest that could be made, yet it may be the 
greatest in the sight of God, “more than they all” 
(v. 3). This widow would not have kept back the 
money till the end of the church year either, but 
would give as it was needed! _ ' | 

Most of us will agree at once on the selection 


} of the Chairman of Spiritual Life—Mary of 


Bethany. Her realization of her own deep need 
and of Jesus’ power to supply that need; her 
choice of the “better” when the choice was be- 
tween two “goods”? would make her a real spiritual 
counsellor. Her own hunger for the words of 


Here is a woman whose love - 


truth that fell from the lips of Jesus would in- 
spire others to love the Word of God and to be 
“daily Bible readers” (Lk. 10:38-42). Her depth 
of spiritual insight would enable her to lead 
others into a better understanding of the deep 
things of God. Mary seems to have been the only 
one who really entered into the heart of the 
Lord’s teaching about His approaching death 
(John 12:1-7). And since His death means Life 
to us, it is of first importance to know this (I 
Peter, 2:24). i 

The Secretary of Christian Social Service, 
Martha, of course, has invited the auxiliary to 
meet. in her home for she loves to entertain and 
has learned from Jesus Himself a lesson on true 
hospitality. No longer is she a flurried and dis- 
tracted hostess, for she has learned that love is 
a prerequisite for service. How fruitless in His 
sight are all our efforts in the auxiliary if there 
is not first that spiritual discrimination which 
distinguishes between service and spiritual serv- 
ice. She has learned from her sister’s attitude to 
Christ how one must not only give, but must 
also take time to receive and that spiritual values 


must have first place. 


What place shall we give to Mary, the mother 
of our Lord? Let us call her the Historian. In | 
the beautiful song which is called the Magnificat 
(Lk. 1:46-55) Mary has recounted what God had 


done “from generation to generation.” And of 


the holy experiences concerning the birth and 
early years of Jesus we read twice that Mary 
“kept all these things” and “all these sayings in 
her heart” (Lk. 2:19,51). This is real history, 
what God has done through His children. 

Anna, the prophetess, was given an honorary 
life-membership. She could not attend the meet- 
ings, but she was an “active member.’”? And tho 
she “departed not from the temple’’ still she 
“served God with fastings and prayers night and 
day” (Lk. 2:36-37). It is such saints as Anna who 
are accounted great in the ministry of inter- 
cession, and on whose prayers others lean as they — 
go about their “Father’s business.” Who of us 
does not have such a “prayer-partner’? What | 
blessings God pours out because “someone had 
prayed!’’ 

No need for secretaries of Missions in this 
group of early disciples! They probably had heard 
Christ Himself say after He was risen from the 
dead “That repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all na- 
tions.” “And,” He said, “ye are witnesses of these 
things” (Lk. 24:33,46-48). They heard Him, the 
believed Him, they obeyed Him. The “clear a 
from Galilee” still resounds. Do you hear? Do 
you believe? “Ye are witnesses.” Will you obey? 

Let us glance at a few other members of this 
auxiliary. We see two mothers perhaps drawn. to- 
gether to talk of their “only children.” One is 
the widow of Nain who has an only son, the other 
is the wife of Jairus who has an only daughter. 
(Lk. 7:12-15, 8:42, 49-56). They would be prais- 
ing God for His miraculous power over death 
and life. Then there are two former shut-ins who 
might be discussing their ills, but more likely 
they are talking about the wonderful compassion 
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of their Saviour. One of these women had been 
ill for twelve years and had spent all she had in 
a vain search for health. Till one day she found 
Jesus, and health, but better still, peace. The 
other had been a cripple for eighteen years, but 
one day she felt the “Touch of the Master’s 
hand.” Her testimony would be, that while she 
could in no wise lift herself up, at the touch of 
His hand she was made straight. ‘“‘He lifted me.” 
(Lk. 8:43-48, 13:11-13). 


There is another illustration of Christ’s “lifting 
power” in this group. One who was formerly a 
“shut-out” gives even greater testimony to the 
power of Christ to transform a life. This “woman 
who was a sinner’ (Lk. 7:37) is now a “new 
creature in Christ Jesus.”’ Forgiven by Jesus, 
restored to respect by His own commendation, we 
can believe that she was now accepted by these 
true believers for “by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 


whether bond or free.’”’ And did they not recall 


(maybe Mrs. Levi had heard Him that evening 


when her husband had made a great feast in His 
honor in their house) that He said, “I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” 
(Lk. 5:32). And Mrs. Zacchaeus may have re 
called the blessed words He had spoken in their 
house when He said, “The Son of Man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost” (Lk. 
19:10). I wonder if these women didn’t now have 
the heavenly viewpoint anyway, for as Jesus had 
taught, “There shall be joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth.” (Lk. 15:7). 7 


Space does not permit us to hear from all. Had 
we time (and time is always short at a good 
meeting!) we would find that every need was 
supplied, every problem solved, every anxiety dis. 
pelled when brought to Christ. And on their part 
every word of Christ was believed! Let us, with 
them, come to this conclusion as stated by the 
angel, “‘With God nothing shall be impossible.” 

From Elizabeth in chapter one to the group 
of women in chapter 24 “there is no instance of a 
woman being hostile to Christ.” 


= 


Church Union a3 


By Rev. Robert L. Vining“ 


In recent years the movement for church union 
has been gaining momentum. Under stress of war 
conditions it is altogether likely that this move- 
ment will be still further accelerated. In view of 
the global conflict that is raging, proponents of 
church unity will renew their arguments for church 
union with redoubled zeal and vigor. 


Insofar as church unity can be achieved with- 


out the sacrifice of precious doctrinal truth most, | 


if not all, will rejoice. But all too frequently 
the doctrinal basis for a church union is so vague 
as to be practically meaningless. Liberals are the 
most enthusiastic advocates of church unity and 
to them doctrinal differences are mere trifles. So 


long as church unity can be achieved they care — 


little if the doctrinal basis be ambiguous and 
equivocal. But to conservatives sound doctrine is 
exceedingly important. Often they find themselves 
in opposition to the movement for church unity 
because they cannot blithely ignore profound 
doctrinal differences. 


Some time ago Dr. Clarence E. Macartney 
wrote an article in the series on “How My Mind 
Has Changed In This Decade,’”’ which appeared 
in the “Christian Century.”’ Dr. Macartney’s views 
perhaps sum up those of many conservatives. Said 
he: “I have followed and observed, but taken 
little part in, the movement towards church unity, 
a movement sponsored and led for the most part 
by men who themselves are not in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, that is, the pastorate and the 
pulpit. I rejoice in every evidence of the breaking 
down of the barriers of seclusion and separation, 
and in every demonstration of the fact that the 
denominational lines which -separate Christians 
need not alienate. For myself, however, I mus. 
frankly confess I see no great contribution to the 
work of the Kingdom of God in the external draw- 
ing together of Protestant denominations. As 
Phillips Brooks once aptly put it: ‘Exchange of 
courtesies between two regiments in an army 


does not win a battle against the enemy.’ I do 
not believe that Satan and his angels are in the 
least troubled by the fact that in some village or 
town: a Presbyterian, a Methodist, a Baptist and 
a Christian Church unite as one congregation; 
nor do I believe that the angels in heaven find 
any particular reason for rejoicing in it. The 
enmity of this lost and unbelieving world is just 
the same, and man’s fallen nature is just the 
same, after you have merged two or three churches 
as before the churches were merged. 


In particular do I have a distrust of those 
movements towards church unity which is to be 
accomplished by the surrender of Christian truth, 
or by the subsidence of vital Christian conviction. 
I remember once hearing a sermon on that subject 
by that powerful and interesting London preacher, 
Dr. Orchard, since gone into the Roman Catholic 
Church, in which he told how the movements 
toward church unity amounted to giving up this 
and that distinguishing truth and doctrine, until 
finally the churches agreed to merge and unite 


on the general proposition of the truth of the 


multiplication table!’’ 


That sound doctrine is a major casualty in 
many a church union was a conclusion the present 
writer had reached through reading the views of 
conservatives. That‘ conclusion was powerfully 
reinforced this past autumn through reading 3 
book by a liberal. The Rev. H. Paul Douglass, 
D.D,.*is a member of the staff of the Federal 
Council of Churches, serving as the Executive 
Secretary of its Commission For The Study Of 
Christian Unity, since 1937. A few years ago, Dr. 
Douglas wrote “A Decade Of Objective Progress 
In Church Unity, 1927-1936” -which was Report 
No. 4, and was Prepared by the Commission on 
the Church’s Unity In Life and Worship for the 
World Conference on Faith and Order, Edinburgh, 
1937. The book is an exhaustive study of the 
movement for church unity not only in the United 
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States but throughout the world. Dr. Douglass 


writes of negotiations for church union which in 
some instances failed, and of other church unions 
which were consummated. While Dr. Douglass, 
as a lifelong proponent for church unity, obviously 


believes the advantages of church unity outweigh © 


its disadvantages, yet he is very candid in writing 
of the weaknesses of certain church unions as well 
as of the benefits of such unions, as he conceives 
them to be. To this writer, however, the most 
significant thing in the book was the frank ad- 
mission that so often the doctrinal basis in church 
union was weak and unsatisfactory. 


Writing of the organic union of the Congre- 
gational, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in 
Canada (with one-third of the Presbyterian 
Churches continuing as an independent Presby- 
terian Church) in 1925, Dr. Douglass says: “The 
doctrinal statement of the United Church of 
Canada represents rather a colourless compromise 
than any adventurous attempt at fresh thinking. 
Many leaders who most heartily approve of the 
union privately regard the statement of faith as 
embodying a rather low-grade theology. Certainly 
it is no inspiring or creative restatement of the 
common faith and scarcely functions as an actual 
bond of union. It makes no strong emotional 
appeal and does not serve as a rallying cry. The 
tolerance by the United Church of a relatively 
feeble theological position is explained by the fact 
already referred to, namely, that the motivation 
of the union is essentially a practical one.” 


Writing of the Church of Christ in China (con- 
servative Presbyterians declined to unite), Dr. 
Douglass says: “The ‘doctrinal bond of union’ of 
the Church of Christ in China consists of three 
brief articles confessing faith in Christ as Re- 
deemer; in his Kingdom and Church; the inspira- 
tion and authority of the Scriptures; and accept- 
ing the Apostles’ Creed as the fundamental ex- 
pression of the faith. ... A creed, if there is to 
be a creed in the strict sense, is expected to come 
later as a product of the thinking of the Chinese 
Church itself, rather than as a deposit from the 
past.” In 1936, when Dr. Douglass was writing, 
the union of the three major Methodist bodies 
had not yet been consummated. Wrote Dr. 
Douglass at that time, “Of extraordinary interest 
is the fact that the entire matter of doctrine is 
disposed of in three lines. It is simply assumed 
that Methodists already have a common faith.” 


In 1931 the union of the Congregational and 
Christian Churches was effected. Writes Dr. 
Douglass, “The basis of union as proposed by the 
Joint Commission was set forth as follows: ‘Find- 
ing in the Bible the supreme rule of faith and 
life, but recognizing that there is room for wide 
differences of opinion among equally good Chris- 
tians, this union shall be conditioned upon the 
acceptance of Christianity as primarily a way of 
life and not upon uniformity of theological opinion 
or any uniform practice of ordinances.’ The 
formula ‘Christianity as a Way of Life’ was sub- 
sequently repeatedly cited as an expression of the 
particular genius of this union.” a 


That there should have been such pride in this 
formula for church union strikes the conservative 
reader of Dr. Douglass’ book as something start- 
ling. For earlier in his book Dr. Douglass writes 
of the desire of the Unitarians to unite with the 
Universalists (which effort failed), and the 


American Unitarian Association made its approach 
to the Universalist General Convention by urging 
that “Christianity is a way of life rather than 
conformity to creed.” 


Conservatives regard the formula, “Christianity | 
as a Way of Life,’’ as the essence of Modernism. 
Before Christianity can became a Way of Life, it 
must be founded upon sound doctrine. St. Paul 
was no advocate of an undogmatic religion. Rather 
doctrine was the very basis of his life. In 1 Corin- 
thians 15:3,4 Paul wrote, “Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was 
buried; and that he rose again the third day ac- 
cording to the Scriptures.” In his “Christianity 
And Liberalism” the late J. Gresham Machen 
wrote: ‘“ ‘Christ died’—that is history; ‘Christ 
died for our sins’—that is doctrine. Without these 
two elements, joined in an absolutely indissoluble 
union, there is no Christianity.” | 


These quotations from Dr. H. Paul Douglass 
show that even a liberal concedes that frequently 
the doctrinal basis for a church union is weak 
and unsatisfactory. And if, to a liberal, the 
doctrinal basis for church union is weak and un- 
satisfactory, how much more so is it to a con- 
servative. 


Since so often sound doctrine has been a major 
casualty in church unity we believe that we of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
should learn a lesson from history, and should 
proceed cautiously ere we enter into any church 
union. | 


The body which is most eager to unite with us 
is the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. It is 
urged that our doctrinal standards are virtually 
the same. Under such circumstances, therefore, it 
is argued, we should not hesitate to unite with the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


In his celebrated passage on “Faith and Works,” 


Jesus shows the necessity of proving our faith 
by our works. It is said that the doctrinal stand- 


ards of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., are 
the Westminster Confession of Faith and the 
Larger and Shorter Catechismg. We inquire, 
“Does the evidence show that the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., is fully loyal to these standards 
or has she departed therefrom?” Alas, the history 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., in the past 
two decades has been such as to cause grave mis- 
givings to be felt by informed conservatives every- 


where. During these years there have been the 


issuance of the so-called Auburn Affirmation, the 
re-organization of Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, the organization of the Independent Board 
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions following futile 
attempts to reform the Board of Foreign Missions 
from within, the action of the 1936 General As- 
sembly at Syracuse, N. Y., in suspending Dr. 
Machen, Dr. Buswell and other prominent con- 
servatives from the ministry of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. James says, “Faith without works 
is dead.” A profession of loyalty to its doctrinal 


standards by the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 


seems empty in view of its official actions in re- 
cent years. 


In 1935, Dr. Wm. C. Robinson, writing in 
“Christianity To-Day’” concerning the course of 
events in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., com- 
mented: “Theoretically, your church stands upon 
the Word of God as the rule of faith and practice, 


in His : 
not 
tance” 
ve re 
their 
ome to 
(Lk, 
have 
s had | 
Pr One 
1. Had 
good 
d was 
ty dis- | 
ir part 
3, with 
oy the 
ole.” 
group 
4 
| 
in the 
age or 
st and | 
ration; 
n find | 
. The 
is just | 
st the | 
urches 
those 
to be i 
truth, 
iction. 
ubject 
-acher, 
atholic | 
»ments 
p this 4 
until 
»f the | 
Ity in 
resent | 
ws of 
rfully | 
ing 
glass, 

ederal 

cutive 
Dr. 
ogress 
Report 
on on 3 
or the t 
burgh, 
yf the 
nited 


Page 20 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Feb. 1949 


I regret to state, however, that practically she 


seems to be making the voice of the Church her 


rule of faith and manners.” , 

It is not at all surprising therefore that last 
year fourteen of our Presbyteries overtured the 
General Assembly to instruct the Committee on 
Cooperation and Union to incorporate in any plan 
of union with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
a clear definite statement of candidates for 
ordination of their “acceptance of the infallible 
truth and divine authority of the Scriptures, and 
of Christ as very and eternal God, who became 
man by being born of a virgin, who offered Him- 
self a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and recon- 
cile us to God, who rose from the dead with the 
same body with which He suffered; and who will 


return again to judge the world.” It is a matter 
for deepest regret that these overtures were 
answered in the negative. There is urgent need 
for doctrinal safeguards in any discussion of union 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


The tendency of our carnal nature is to boast 
of size and numbers and wealth. But the true 
glory of any church lies in none of these. We 
need to remember Paul’s description of the church 
of the living God as “the pillar and ground of the 
truth.” Let us be faithful to the “deposit” that 
has been committed to us. Let us keep the faith, 


*Pastor of the Piedmont Presbyterian Church, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 


Blackouts Old And Modern 
Or “Broken Vessels” 


By Rev. L. A. Gebb* 


God created the first blackout when he caused 
“sreat whales, and every living creature that 
moveth, which the waters brought forth abundant- 
ly,”” to come into being. One*of these creatures 
of the genus of Cephalopods has a leathery bag- 
shaped body and eight serpentine arms and was 
created with a sack inside its body to carry an inky 
black fluid. This fluid is secreted by the octopus 
when danger approaches him and he escapes under 
the barrage of the blackout. Our adoption of the 
blackout. is not new even in times of war. 


Gideon's Blackout 
About thirty-two hundred years ago God called 
this “least”? son of a poor family in Manasseh and 


said unto him, “Surely I will be with thee and thou. 


shalt smite the Midianites as one man.’”’ The chil- 
dren of Israel were in servitude to the Midianites 
seven years because of their apostasy. It was God 
who said, “Ye have not .obeyed my voice,” that 


accounts for the loss of their liberty. When any . 


child of God slips from the path of obedience he 
soon finds himself serving heathen gods of some 
kind. The children of Israel were serving Baal 
in the groves when God told Gideon to cut down 
the groves and throw down the altars, “and build 
an altar unto the Lord thy God.”? The task was 
done during the night, but with the rising sun 
came rising indignation and Joash, Gideon’s father, 
stood up before the enraged heathen. “Will ye 
plead for Baal? will ye save him? he that will 
plead for him, let him be put to death whilst it is 
yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for 
himself, because one hath cast down his altar.’’ 
“Then all the Midianites and Amalekites and chil- 
dren of the east were gathered together,” in battle 
against Gideon and the people of God. (Judges 
6 :26,28,31,33.) 

War was declared and Gideon called upon thirty- 
two thousand men, but God said, “The people that 
are with thee are too many for me to give the 
' Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt them- 
selves against me, saying, ‘mine own hand hath 
saved me.’.”” (7:2.) Then Gideon said, ‘““Whosoever 
is fearful and afraid, let: him return,” (7:3) and 


twenty-two thousand returned; ten thousand re-| 


mained true to the cause of liberty and Gideon. 


And the Lord said unto Gideon, “The people ar 
yet too many.” Only recently we all heard “too 


little and too late,’? from Pearl Harbor. 


would man say “too little’ and God say “too 
many’? Could it be that we are fighting a war 
with disregard for God? ot 
No true American has any sympathy for Mr. 
Hitler, but he is wise enough to have Alcoholics 
away from his army. Do we think we can defeat 
Hitler while demon alcohol is undermining the 
physical and moral stamina of our army? Presi- 
dent Woodrow Wilson, by presidential order, 
barred intoxicants from the armed forces in World 
War I, and teeth were in the law to maintain the 
order. The purchase. of Bonds and Stamps would 
no doubt increase ‘if our Commander-in-Chief 
would declare by presidential order prohibition, at 
least for the “duration.” We can’t expect God t 
be on the side of perverted morals and drunken 
debauchery. Mothers have returned from visits in 
some of our camps and have described unbelievable 


~ conditions of drunkenness that their Christian boys 
witness almost daily. In this condition are we on 


God’s side or can God be on our side? We'll never 
win this or any war without the God of right being 
given His rightful place. Abraham Lincoln once 
said: “I am not at all concerned about the Lord 
being on our side, for we know that the Lord 3 
always on the side of the right. But it is my cor 
stant anxiety and sincere prayer that I and this 
nation should be on the Lord’s side.” — 

Yes Gideon’s ten thousand were “too many” 
but God had another test, and said, ‘Everyone 
that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog 
lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise 
everyone that boweth down upon his knees 
drink.” (7:5). “And the Lord said unto Gideon, 
‘By the three hundred men that lappeth will ! 
save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine 
hand: and let all the other people go every mal 
into his place.’”” Now Gideon knew he and ti 
hundred men were to face one hundred and thirty- 
five thousand but he.also knew he was on God's 
side in the battle. : 

By Divine tactics Gideon divided the three hut 
dred men into three companies and put a trumpé, 
a pitcher and a lamp in each man’s hand and sail 
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ynto them, “Look on me, and do likewise:” and 
during the night Gideon and three-hundred men 
with trumpets and black-out lamps took po- 
sitions about the camp of the enemy. And the 
three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, 
and the enemy rose up and fled, but notice, “the 
Lord set every man’s sword against his fellow.” 
Victory because they were on God’s side. No clear 
thinker will fail to recognize God’s intervention 
at Dunkirk; the God who controls all parts of His 
universe. Some time ago I read after a historian 
who declared that God gave victory to the allies 
in the Great War. He said the gas that Germany 


spread to destroy the allies was blown back by a 


sudden reverse of wind which destroyed a German 
company. He went on to say the much needed 
potato crop was affected with blight, “Germany 
lost the war because of potatoes.” It is God, my 
friend, 


Who makes the sun to shine, 
Who makes the clouds to rain, 
Who makes the yellow grain, 
Who makes the victory His. 


Paul’s Blackout 


One day about nineteen hundred years ago the 
Apostle Paul was talking to the Corinthians when 
he said, “If our gospel be hid (veiled or blacked 
out) it is hid (blacked out) to them that are lost: 
In whom the God of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them that believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine unto them.” (II Cor. 4:3,4.) 

“The entrance of thy words giveth light” (Ps. 
119:130) was the testimony of the Psalmist even 
as it is for all who know the true and living Word, 
the blackout is broken and the glerious light of the 
gospel of Christ shines. St. Paul preached to a 
world in pagan darkness and superstition and 
preached nothing more and nothing less than Jesus 
Christ the Lord. (II Cor. 4:5.) 3 : 

It was God who said, “Let there be light,’”’ (Gen. 
1:3) and caused light to shine out of an earth 
that was desolation and waste. It was God who 
broke the blackout for Saul on the road to Damas- 
cus and caused the glorious light of Christ’s pres- 
ence to flood his soul. Everywhere he preached 
the Word, the blackout was broken. How we 
need the Word preached today that the blackout 
of sin may be broken. Someone has said, “Every 
nation now existing is great in proportion as the 
Bible is studied and obeyed.” 

If the Christians of America had been faithful 


to God in their tithes and offerings, we would not 


be asked to “join the ten per cent club and buy 
war bonds every pay day.” Heavier and heavier 
will be the calls on our: pocketbooks because we 
withheld our material support from the work of 
the Lord. You can’t beat God giving and you can’t 
beat God in maintaining justice. We would not 
give to missions, now we must give to munitions. 

Each of the synoptic Gospels closes with the 
great commission, “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 
16:15). But too many have failed to heed the 
commission; some did not “go,”’ others did not give 
and the little yellow man stabbed us in the back 
at Pearl Harbor. We must blame ourselves for this 
war because we did not obey God. The Japanese 


people are 95% literate but all their education has . 


hot given them new hearts or even hearts of 
gratitude. When Japan suffered under the shock 
of the greatest earthquake in history in September 
1923, it was the American Red Cross who took 
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$10,000,000.00 to help the suffering and homeless 
ipponese. The havoc covered 45,000 square miles 
which contained five big cities with about 7,000,- 
000 people, the estimated dead were 200,000 to 
300,000 people and 2,500,000 homeless. Disease 
and despair rode throughout the Empire and the 
Japanese seemed grateful to America for her aid 
in money, supplies, and men. But not knowing the 
true and living God, because we failed to tell then 
of Jesus, they soon forgot and we must sacrifice 
our sons because of our disobedience. 
The Church’s | 
The Apostle Paul addressing one of the churches 
said, “We have this treasure in earthern vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God 
and not of us.” The treasure that he speaks of here 
is the divine light. Dr. M. R. Vincent says, “To 
give the light of the knowledge,” or “In order that 
the knowledge may lighten. Knowledge, if not 
diffused, is not of the nature of light.” This 
“in earthen vessels.” The 
adjective .occurs only here and in II Tim. 2:10. 
Herodotus says of the king of Persia: “The great 
king stores away the tribute which he receives 
after this fashion: he melts it down, and while it 
is in a liquid state, runs it into earthen vessels, 
which are afterward removed, leaving the metal 
in a solid mass.”’ It is to be hoped that the “light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God” has not 
become solidified in the church today. “The idea 
of the light in earthen vessels is; however, best 
illustrated in the story of the lamps and pitchers 
of Gideon, Judges 7:16. In the very breaking of 
the vessels the light is revealed.””’ (Word Studies 
in the New Testament-Vincent.) 
« The true church is made up of born-again 
individuals whose bodies are made from the dust 


_of the ground just as earthen vessels are. Gideon’s 


host had to break their vessels before the light was 
revealed. It may be that the body (earthen vessels) 
may have to be broken before we heed to the 
Master’s voice, when He said, “Ye are the light of 
the world.” But are we letting the light shine? In 
Eph. 5:8,10,11, we read, “For ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk 
as children of light: And have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them.” 

We are living in a world which is a warring 
world and which is essentially evil and in darkness, 
but we have this treasure (light of the Knowledge 
of God) in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power may be of God and not of us. Let us be 
bold in the Spirit and_with divine tactics break 


the blackout of sin in (so called) Christian Ameri- 


ca. There are 60,000,000 people out of 132,000,000 
in the United States who are not members of any 
church. The church is attended by forty per cent 
of its members and supported by twenty-five per 
cent. Bible study is neglected by seventy-five per 
cent of its members and ninety per cent of all 
Christian homes have no family altar. More than 
seventy per cent of our people do not attend Bible 
school on the Lord’s Day. The forces of darkness 
increase; there are more divorces, more youth in 
jails, one in four homes touched by crime each 
year, which cost our country $15,000,000,000.00 
annually. These facts should cause us to break the 
blackout and undertake an all-out and united 
effort to reach every person with “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.’ 


*Assistant Pastor of the First 
Church, Tyler, Tex. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


The Five Books Of Moses 


By Oswald T. Allis 


Published By Pres. & Refd. Publishing Company, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 1943. 319 Pages. 
Price $3.00. 


In these pages Dr. Allis has given us a careful 
and scholarly examination of the Wellhausen- 
Driver-Pfeiffer criticism which makes of the 
Pentateuch a series of documents written largely 
by unknown authors some laboring as much as a 
millenium after the Exodus. The basic principles 
of the higher critical position are that variety in 
diction, style and subject-matter implies diversity 
in source and authorship and that the redemptive 
supernaturalism of the Bible must be rewritten 
in terms of naturalistic evolution. Against these 
principles Allis holds the unity and the harmony 
of the Bible as the Word of God, and the first 
five books of the Bible as the work of Moses, 
the man of God. 


This volume discusses in detail the arguments 
of the documentary hypothesis as found in the 
variations in the Divine names, in diction, style, 
subject-matter, alleged doublets, and documents. 
The true sense of Exodus vi.3 is not the giving 
of a hitherto unknown Tetragram, but the knowl- 
edge and appreciation of the nature and char- 
acter of Jehovah. By cumulative arguments it is 
shown that the principles of the critics cannot be 
carried through either in the Pentateuch or in 
any other literature. 


This is followed by a searching examination of 
the development hypothesis upon which Graf and 
Wellhausen reconstruct the literature of the Old 
Testament making the prophets antedate the 


priestly code. But while the critics have been en-— 


gaged in striking off a millenium from the history 
of Israel, the archaeologists have been deepening 
and broadening the historical perspective and 
giving back more than the critics have taken away. 
Archaeology has shown the antiquity of alphabetic 
writing, of the Hebrew language, of the use of 
iron, and of ancient codes of laws. “The 
Shamra tablets make it now abundantly evident 
that the presence of Aramaisms may be an indi- 
cation of early date.’”’ (cf. Deut. xxvi.5). ““‘Why 
should not Moses have given Israel a code of laws 
such as Hammurapi had given Babylon centuries 
before?” In spite of this growing recognition of 
the credibility of the Biblical account, many stu- 
dents continue their allegiance to the critical 
views because their thinking is so largely dominat- 
ed by naturalistic evolution. 


As Rome had her rapid decline and fall, as 
the papacy fell into the pornocracy of the tenth 
and the degeneracy of the early sixteenth century. 
So in the days of the Judges Israel lapsed from 
the standards which had been imposed from Above 
and accepted at Mt. Sinai. However, the Well- 
hausen «Hypothesis, rejecting any Divine “in- 
trusion,” insisting on continuity or uniformi- 
tarianism, will not regard the Pentateuch as 
trustworthy history because of its redemptive 
supernaturalism. The consequence of the ac- 
ceptance of the higher critical theory is the 
adoption of a low view of the authority and 
credibility of the Bible as a whole and of Jesus 
Christ, who is its theme and its primary witness. 
“Jesus said of Moses, ‘He wrote of me’; and He 


went on to say, ‘If ye believe not his writings, 
how can you believe my words?’ This means that 
if we believe Moses, we will believe Christ, and, 
if we do not believe Moses, we will not believe 
Christ. Why is this? It is simply because the re 
demptive supernaturalism of the Books of Moses 
is essentially the same’as the redemptive super. 
naturalism of the New Testament, is preparatory 
to it, and has its fulfillment in the Messiah of 
whom Moses spoke.” Jesus did not dispute the Old 
Testament canon, but fully accepted it as the 
Word of \God. If these things were not so, our 
Lord and Master would have told us, He is a high 
enough critic for us! | 


However,. we are happy to have this careful 
study by a Ph.D. of Berlin, professor for many 
years in Princeton and then Westminster, editor 
of the Princeton Theological Review during its 
last twelve years and thereafter a contributing 


_ editor of the Evangelical Quarterly. We gladly 


receive his testimony that the Christian who ac- 
cepts the Biblical record of God’s wonders of old 
is today in “a far better position to give a reason 
for believing that Moses wrote the Pentateuch, 
than was the case a century or even a generation 


ago.”’ ae —Wm. C. Robinson. 


God-Centered Religion 


By Paul T. Fuhrmann 


Published By Zondervan. Introduction By 
Prof. Edwin Lewis. 237 Pages. Price $1.50. 


In this volume an American scholar of French- 
Swiss extraction presents a study of Calvin’s work 
and of the interesting group of current French 
and Swiss writers who accept Calvin is the best 
representative of theocentrism. Dr. Fuhrmann 
does not follow Calvin in every case, nor does the 
reviewer follow this author in each of his formv- 
lations; but the volume deserves a wide reading 
because of its vigorous presentation of a signifi- 
cant movement in French speaking Protestantism 
away from humanism to God-centered religion, 
and for the many fine arrows it offers for the 
thoughtful minister’s quiver. Here the reader is 
introduced to Dean Doumergue, Prof. A. Lecerf 
of Paris, Pastor Pierre Maury (the French Barth), 
and Pastor Jean de Saussure of Geneva’s Ca- 
thedral Church, St. Pierre, as well as Premier 
Kuyper of Holland—all of whom have come out 
from “liberalism.” Here one finds a new recog- 
nition that the Church is the great work of God, 
that the first duty of the Christian is “expressing 
oneself adequately about the Gospel,” and that 
“there is no possible unity but in Truth.” 


The following quotations give an index to the - 
‘writer’s force and positions: “The Bible does what 


Reason, Conscience, Feeling, Nature and History 
could not do. The written Word gives us a know- 
ledge of God.’’ [Modern theology flatters us by 
telling us that we are the consummation of evo- 
lution; but God rather than amoeba is the true 
oint of reference and His first rule is, be 
umble.] “The Scriptures are an exhibition of 


the one, true God and His Perfection, and hence, 
by the same stroke, a revelation of man’s poverty 
and nothingness.” “If you wish that men be able 
to love Jesus Christ tell them first that He died 
for them!” “The function of theology is to ex- 
hibit the Mystery of God’s Revelation, not to de 
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form it in order to render it acceptable to all 
human intelligence, and pleasing to man.” “Faith 


rests outside of us—on God, on His concrete and — 


objective Message.” “One thing only can hold the 
Pharisee (in us) in check. It is the sola fide of 
Luther, the soli Deo gloria of Calvin ... The 
Christian is worth anything only in so far as he 
keeps the gaze of his soul fixed on the crucified 
Christ.” “It is the Spirit of God which creates 
the new man in us, not the new man _ which 
creates the Spirit of God in us.’’ “Calvin opposed 
the transformation of the French Reformed 
Church. into a political party. He proved to be 
right.” “The Church shall realize her true des- 
tiny only in the measure in which she builds her- 
self on the Scriptures and preaches God’s Mes- 
sage.” “The power and authority of the ministers 
however is wholly contained and limited in the 
ministry of the. Word.” “Only Christ should pre- 
side at Synods.” “The nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries invented an entirely new theology and 
religion .. Protestantism, Christianity cannot 
be invented.” “Faith is independent of Philos- 
ophy.’” “The Reform which our contemporary 
American Protestantism needs is not a further 


levelling down of the Gospel to ‘this age,’ but an | 


education and adjustment of this Century to the 
Gospel.” 

As Calvin led these men back to the Scriptures 
to be dominated not by Calvin but by God’s voice 
in His Word, so may this modern testimony carry 
us back to Holy Writ to be dominated, ever more 
fully, by God speaking in His Word. 

| —Wnm. C. Robinson. 


Archaeology And The 
Religion Of Israel 


| By William F. Albright : 
Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore, Md. 1942. xii. 
238 pages. The Ayer Lectures of the Colgate- 

Rochester Divinity School for 1941. | 

As is often the case with the experts the treat- 
ment is limited and deals with details. Neverthe- 
less it-is interesting and important. Dr. Albright 
in the Notes states that some of his reviewers 
falsely accuse him of rejecting the principle of 
evolution. In the five chapters he interprets 
ancient man in terms of modern psychology; de- 
clares that the Old Testament may be better 
understood today than a generation ago, especially 


“a rational conservative attitude has less to appre- 


hend from the new material than either extreme 
position”; shows from discoveries the degradation 
to which ancient people in Palestine sank in sex 
worship and sanguinariness; declares consistency 
for the Mosaic tradition; and reveals that David 
and Solomon set up a centripetal government in 
opposition to the movement for centrifugal gov- 
ernment by tribes. In a postscript he declares that 
archaeology has confirmed the substantial his- 
toricity of the Old Testament tradition and that 
apparent divergencies seldom result in serious 
modifications of the historical picture. 
—Harold J. Dudley. 


The Child And The Book 
By Agnes Junkin Peery And 
Emily J. Werner 
Published By Inland Workship Press Co-op Inc. 
470 West Twenty-Fourth St., New York, N. Y. 
Price: $5.00 Set or $1.50 Volume. 
These four books and supplement are teachers’ 


manuals for teaching the Bible and character 
training in connection with the public school—in 
week day religious education classes. The authors 
have had actual experience in this work, and 
have had fine training in mission lands, in college, 


and in Bible schools. They have done a good job. 


How fortunate are the children in our public 
schools today who have consecrated teachers using 
such guide books as these to impress youthful 
minds with the great facts of God and His creation, 
with the Heroes of the Faith in Old Testament 


and in New, with the Christian Church and true 


worship, with the best traits of Christian char- 
acter in living life right now in school and home 
and community. How often have we heard parents 
of children so blessed say: “Would to God we had 
had such instruction in our school days!’’ 


Book I, “What is God Like?” is a study of 
stories in Genesis and the first part of Exodus, 
climaxed by a study of the story of the coming 
of Christ to declare the character of God as 
revealed in His dealings with man. Creation, the 
Patriarchs, Israel’s Deliverance, Christ’s coming, 
constitute Unit I. A study of the Ten Command- 
ments and how our Lord interpreted them make 
up Unit II. The Christian Church as begun in the 


Tabernacle, continued in the temple and syna- 
_gogue and finally in Protestantism, with emphasis 


on worship, completes Unit III. The material used, 
songs suggested, stories told, and projects formed 
make a goldmine for the resourceful teacher to 
give nuggets of truth and good habits to every 
pupil. 

In like manner Book II on the Bible and its 
history, thrillingly told, Book IM, “What Christ 
Means to the Present Day World,” and Book IV 
on the “Christian Citizen,” and “the Supplement, 
supplying a splendid source book and bibliography, 
form the best set of texts I know for 10, 11, 12, 


13-year olds, in religious education. I commend 


this series heartily. 


J. P. McCallie, Chairman of Bible Study, Com- 
mittee for Public Schools, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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Rusty” 
By Frank Vandenberg 


Published By Eerdmans Publishing Company 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 50 Cents. 


This is the story of a young boy who lost his 
own father when he was only one year old and 
whose step father was a whiskey-fiend. Life was 
hard on him in his early years. But Rusty was a 
lad with a determined spirit. There were also noble 
and kind people to aid him. Among such was a 
dear, Christian old janitor who evidently repre- 
sents the man who the author tells inspired this 
story. Rusty’s adventures, after much hardship, 
lead to success and happiness. 


This fine little book (88 pages) is well written. 
It can be read by young and old alike and will be 
an inspiration to both. It is a beautiful commentary 


_on the blessedness of Christian Education and gives 


a well deserved boost to the Christian High Schools 
as maintained by many Christian parents at a great 
sacrifice. This is a book that should be special 
spiritual refreshment to every young person be- 
tween the ages of ten and sixteen. May it find a 
place in most church libraries. —Mrs. A. Poel, 
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